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FOREWORD

This book, THE STORY OF MY LIFE, is written at tho conclusion of 15 years study
of the Geneology of the Bunt family in the line of succession where I fit in, It
is uritten at the reguest of some of my family, After uttering some mild
censure agalnst my ancestors for giving us so 1little information about them-
selves, it was suggested that T wmust aveid further censure by telling something
of myself. While recalling a few very early memories, THE STORY OF MY LIFE
Just seemed to develop, For whatever it may be worth, this is the story of

my life: Lemuel Osear Bunt, born 1888, the eldest son of George Bunt, who was
the youngest son of Petherick Bunt. As Rev. L, Oscar Bunt I served as a

United Church of Canada minister from 1921 to 1958 when T retired to Albright
Gardens, Beamsville, Ont. There I spent many happy hours gardening until a
stroke in Decsmber of 1972 caused me to call a halt to the more strenuous

work, The stroke left wy vision impaired., In Febuary of 1973 I moved with my
wife to Albright Manor,

ALBRIGHT GARDENS
1972



CHAPTER X EARLY MEMORIES

When 1 bsgan, some time ago, to establish a fawlly tres of my Grandfather's
family, I was astonished to learn how }itile 1 csould recall of my immediate
ancestors, As it is late in 1ife at 85 to commence a blography, I shall begin
this writing with Lhe few shori sketches from early life I am able to reecall.

1 wae born in Grand Valley, Ontario, October 25, 1888, My father used to say
“on the banks of the Grand® but I did not see much of the Grand River or my
native birth place as there was an unfortunate fire in the planing will in
which my father had an intersst. 7The loss wag evidently beyond ropsir and
resuited in a change of residence for cur family. We moved west and settled on
2 homestead 4n 1890 in the Mooss Jaw, Sagkatchewan arsa, somewhers neer Pasgqua.
Thus, 81l uy earliest recollsctions aye of prairie life.

Uncel Robert Neard, who warried my fatherfs youngest sister, Ann, and was in
some way asscclated with my fahter in the planing mill venture, alse moved to
Hoose Jaw atout the ssms time. One of the first things I can zrecall of prairie
1life was when Uncle Robert and Aunt Ann came to visit: we were having dinnsr and
evidently there was s minimum of sealling; noting no place for me I said, "Wnere
do I sit?" Unele Robert Jokingly said I could sit on my thumt, Everyone
laughed. Failing tc see the humeur, I cried, T was, however, fond of Uncle
Robert , '

I can remember going with my father apd a yoke of oxen to haul waler for sur
Place from 2 slough. Whether Lhere was a well later, I cannot rememier. There
sesmed to be plenty of rain, for as I understand it, my father gave up the home-
stead because of twe or three years of wel weather and the rust spoiling the
¢ropg, "o found & more profitable living by resuming hla former trade, carpentry,

We lived in Moose Jaw for a time, Hy father was away part of the time working
with the CPR building telegraph lines and elevators, I remember him gelting ome
of his toes frogen, It always gave him tromble in the winter in later years,

I geem to rememver the day my brother, Curtice, was born, My parsnts wanted me
Lo play outsids but I wanted to play in the house. I saw a man go into the houss
with a 1ittle black Lag, lLater when T asked about hin, T wag told that he had
brought me a2 1iitle brother in that bag.

‘“here was one other circumsiance which made that day a memorable one: I used to
play with the neighbour's children. There Wag an impliment yard nearty where
2ll sorts of farm machinery was assembled and sold. We children often played
alout the machinery and scmetimes experimented with any loose or moveable partg,
"he mowing machine, with its long tongue resting on the grourd and the lever that
operated the knife extending into the air, wag often & favourite, though danger~
ous, place io play. On this day a little girlclimbed up to occupy the driver's
seat which was always on a slant: she lost her footing, and in falling caught
the neck of her dress and strangled herself. T do nol rememter :he particulars
as to how long she remained suspended on ths hendle, but the fact thai she died
28 8 resuit thereof always pemained in my memory as the tragedy that occurred

an the day wy brother was torn, September, 14, 189].

I cannot recall Just how old Cuslice w28 when he was thrown out of the tugey. .

it was on ons of thoge trips 2cross the prairie, whether going Lo tewm for nscoss.
axy supplies or visiting e neighbour ,I cannotl say, bul in any event, over

wnoven terrain he was touwnced out of the seat and 8lipped to lhe ground, the

wheael of the wvehicls passing over his tody., He was compelled to wesr 8 truss
for geveral years.



The first Chrisimas "rea ontertainment I can remember was in Voose Jaw, It
was in the upstairs of a ahll. We arrived early and my father had te do somc
thumping on the door and soms hollering Lo persuade the janitor to let us in.
1t was a cold night for Mother and chllidren 1o be ocutside. The merciful care-
taker finally opened the door. T camnot remember any subsequent happenings of
the evening. I was probably sleeping by the time Santa Claus arrived?

Another event left a lasting impression with mo: an Indian pow.wew on the streets
of Moose Jaw. Indians were not uncommon and were taken pretty much for granted
although folks did not éppreciate one walking into the housa unannounced, and
without knocking at the door, It was a favourits, though unkind, threat for
children who tended to be unrul » Or tended to stray from home, to he reminded
that the Indians would get them, I think the mothers, especially those who came
from the easl, were as much afrald of them as the youngsters.

It was not an uncommon sight in the country ahout Moose Jaw in the ‘90%s to
se¢ plles of decayed buffalo Liones and an occasional wallow. About that time
4 campalgn was undertaken to gather these hones and use them to mest Lhe ine
creasing demands for potash, ‘

I recall some years later retelling this potash story to a parishoner when T
was & minister at Franklin Canter in Huntington County, fuetec, aboul 1923,

He told me then that some yeers prbor, early citizens in Franklin had turned
acres of good maple trees to obtain their potash! One cannot Lut wondepr at

the difference in our country’s ecology if the source of potash supply made

in recent times in scuthern Saskatchewsn had heen made & hundred years earlier.

Our home in Moose Jaw was s house built on a hillside. “here was one entrance
enthe uppsr side and ome on the lower side. There was a small ereck running
past the lower entrance and here suckers were caught in the spring either by
spearing them or stunning them with a club,

The Spicer family had lived on a farm near the Pasqua homestead befors uy father
abandoned it and found work in town. When Mrs. Spicer became 111, the family
came to live in the upper part of cur house, not having any other friends in
that part of the country. Mrs. Spicer passed away in this house, Later we
moved from Moose Jaw to Morse where my father was employed with the CPR ag a
section hand and my mother toarded other section hands,

Morse, in 1895, consisted of a section house and a watering tower for trains,
There were no nearby homesteads. T can rememt.er the trip from Moose Jaw to
Morse... 75 miles in a freight train with my father and a cow. It was an overs
night trip, When I woke in the morning the cow and our effects had been un-
loaded and T was lying on some of the household stuff in s nearby shanty and the
cow was tethered outside. My father soon appearaed and presently a2 gection hand
had our goods disposed of in the section house. My mother followed on & later

train. 43 there were ne neighbouring houses, the passing trains provided the
day's cnly diversion,

I rememheor one visitor while we were at Worse: the Pibie colporteur who drove
a horss. He stayed overnighi, When he was leaving in the morning he could noi
find bis whip., I heiped him look for it and found that it hag dropped fyrom

the bugey as he was preparing to leave, As g reward he gave me a small testa.
ment which I kept in By possession for many yeays.

life was interrupted when it was found that another child was expected, Temporary
g:%p fas aggur@d and my rother went to Moose Jaw where George Hebrow was borp on

khen Mother did not Tecover after the biwth of the child, medieal advice roa



vealed that she had fallen victim to the disease which Mrs, Spleer, whom ghe had
nursed, died of, tuberoulosis,.. op 28 it was called at that time, consumption,

This deveioped rapidiy with the result that we had to give up the undertaking at
Horse, We packed and returned teo my motheris former home in Esss Townshlp, Simcee
County, Cntario, whers she disd in August, 1896, BPuriel wss in the cemetary of
the Prasbyterian Church, Richolson, Ont. (near Ailiston.)

CHAPTER II BOYHOOD DAYS

The death of ay mother called for sowe adjustment in our famkly., I know
nething of the pros and cons,,, enly the results: my two younger brothers were
to remain with my maternal grandparents and I was to live with gy Unecie Muaford
Bunt for the time, Thers were three or four vrmerrdied daughters of the Griffin
family sti1l at home and they undertock the probiem of caring for Curtice, 4,
and George Hebrew, Just #nder a year.

My mother was a dawghtor of David Griffin and Mary Jane Finley, My grandfathexr
vas of Scottish descent; my mother Irdsh, Grandfather’s age was alweys a point
of controveray with a difference of three or four years between his claim and
Grandmother's cleim. The record stated that "he csme to Caneda when he waz 10
yeazxg old”,

" The Griffin Family Tree, found slsawhers, gives the nawes and record of the
children of wy grandparents as furnished for me by Aunt Eva Orrock, as well as
she could recall them about the year 1960,

In the yoars between my mother’s death and my father’s remarriage 1 saw little

of my brothers or ny mother®s family, My father vigited me cccasionally and
was in touch with my brothers,

During the time of wy wother'z iliness at wy grandparents’ sfter we returned
from Saskstchewan in June, and her death in August, I spent part of the time at
the home of my Uncle Munford where there wers two cousins about wy age as well
as older onez. I seemed to find it more inviting there than with ny maternal
grandparents, my sick wother, two swall children and a large family, Perhaps

I was a2 stirring one. I was almept 8 years old, I recall that my gzandmother’s
cure for this wae to toe me to the leg of the table., T do not remembar how
often she did it, but i2 w8 perhpps one of the resscns T proferred life at

my Uncle Munford’s to 1ife at Grandfather Griffints, They were only ebout 7
miles apart,

I remember the baptise of Georgs Hebrew. The Presbyterian minister came, (We
Iived for 2 month in Uncle dim:s houso, Yother's oldest brother, Jim, was not

merried ot this time. He owned ihe proparty across the rosd frem Grandfather's, )



T must bave given hesd to the ceremony for after it I went across the road to
Grandfather’s house and when I was @sked what the baby was called T replied
George Hewitt, Hewitt was the minister's neme. They thought Mother had called
hiam afterthe ministsr. But it turned ocut he was baptized Geovge Hebrew. I
pever did find out what was behind giving him that nams, He always went by the
name George while he was with my grandparents and all my mothexr’s peopls callied
him George when he was smell. It was not until after Father merried agein that
confusion of two Geoorges led te calling him by his second name, It usually
sounded to people like Heber so that is what he became nown as in later years.

My mother died just a fow days after the baptism, She had spells of coughing an
one night she passsd away in one of those spells. Mt brother Curtice and I were
sleeping upstairs and in the early morning Aunt Phyllis came and called us.
Father wanted us to come down stairs. She offered no explanation, When we
dressed and trudged downstairs we found the body on a couch covered with a sheet
and ‘ather gave us the sed news, Coméing from the funerel I rode in Uncle Munfor
conveyance with the two consins, When we stopped at Uncle Munford’s gate where
I was to get out amd go the rest of the way with the Griffins, I asked if I migh
stay with them that might. Thus began my sojourn with Uncle Munford which laste
wntil his untimely death a few months later. Agein I wes called upom to find
another home,

At Uncle Munford's I attended Cedar Grove School, three ro four miles directly

east of Grandfather‘s, I do not remember much about my father teaching me, bat

T was able to read when I started school at Cedar Grove and I seemed sble to

magter the Part Second Reader. Maude, Myrtle and Russell were going to school. I

g played with Myzrtle and Russsl) throughout the summer. Haude seems to have
N BWAYocooonco

The school desk had a kind of folding top. I bhad my finger on the desk behind
and someone tried to clese it; my finger was there. As scon 23 I felt the top
moving I tock my finger away. Down came the top with a bangl I had to explain
the noise and the toachsr called me up for a atrapping. Mawde was indignant ws
she knew it was an aceident, and when the teacher strapped me Maude said.® You
better not de that again.® The teacher called her up and gave her the strap. I
may have cried as it was my first or second dey at school and everything was
strange to me, but ecusin Maude Bunt became my champion ever after.

There was another incident with Maude which I remembey., She came home with a
new trick, She said she had a box with five naiis in it. I was anxlous to swee
the tyrick and kept after her to show it to me. One day she folded up her knuck)
and gave me & clip on the ear. That was the box with five nails in it! It defls
my pride, but Cousin Maude was still my champion,

I profited from those one roor schools where I coufid pick up a lot in my spare
time by listening to the other classes; the sentiment in many of the poems
appealed to me. I recall hearing someone repeat OLD DOG TRAY; I went out at
recess and learned the first verse, and 1 knew it ALL for next day'’s lesson,

J think it was this overhearing of other grades thet gave me my particular
interest in Georgaphy. I pserused maps in the periecds between my classes, I
wag able to do Book II Geography while I was in Part Second Reader., Perhaps
ny Gecgraphy was helped out by one or two “rain trips betwesn Mooss Jaw and
Ontardo, I would go over the names as ths conductor called out the places whers
the trein stopped and kneu all hhe important towns between Hooss Jaw ans
Ontario before I went to school.



Beyénd the distinction of recalving a strapping the first week at Cedar Grove,
and the brevity of my stay there, this early part of my education stands out
for its shortness. My Uncle Munford died in March of 1897, I believe pneuo
wonia was a contributing factor. For the most part my stay wes a happy period
of school and play with my cousins, and a companionable home 1life. I think for
some tlme after Uncle Munfordls death my father assisted with the farm work,
but Father's trade was carpentry and as soon as dispossl of Uncle'!s farm could
be made, he left, The family moved to Alliston.

About this time I went on a trip with my father from Alliston to Woodbridge,
Ontario, We drove with a horse nad twoewheeled cart. Such conveyences were not
uncomaon at that time, especially for a drive with one or two people over une
finished roads, or distances of some length, At this time Father's brother,
Francis Jechn, lived in Woodbridge and I wmet his two sons, Percy and Francis,
There were some other Bunts at Woodbridpeat that time, desecendents of Francisg
John Bunt, a brother of ay grandfather Petherick, We never were closely asslce
iated with this branch of the Bunts, though on occasion we met with ono or two
of them,

The center of my activity now shifted from the neighbourhood of A1liston to

near Mansefield in Dufferin County and the home of Aunt Margeret Gennings where
I spent the next twe years, Aunt Margaret was the second wife of Thomas Gennings.
There were three boys from the first merriage. These were John, Robert and
Georgs. From the marriage of Thomas Gennings and Margaret Bunt there wag one
dawghter, Lily May, my first cousin, Beside the Gennings farm on Concession 5,
Mulmur, lived the Thompsens, Mrs, Thompson was a sister of Thomas Gannings.,

I went to school with Harold Thompson and 1ily Msy Gemnings... a walk of tbree
miles to the school near Mansfielf. It was a one-room school. 1ily May took the
Fifth Book the first yoar I was there and after that I went to school mysslf,
along with neighbours going that way,

Since I wag almost 8 years oid when I began school, I eeemed to have a very good
knowledge of Reading and Iiterature but had not been glven much drill in APithmeti
I was behind in this all through Pubidc School. I either failed or got through

by the skin of my teeth.

Besides Hareld Thompson, other friends in this area were the Wilders, the Lamb
giris, a Nobel boy and Garfield Gilbertwhose father kept the General Store,
Garfield was still in his fahter's store years later when I visited the place.,

Living with the Gennings family, 1897-98, I had 1ittle responsibility on the
farm. The three Gennings boys were about 10 yoars older then I, They were
always very good to me and ny days were, for the most part, carefree, I rememe
ber Uncle Thomas giving me a contract one summer to pull mustard weeds from the
turnip rows, I think I was to receive 10¢ a hundred, But the turnip rows ssemed

;o long and I grew so tired looking down them 2 Possibly I only finished one or
WO rows,

Uncle Tommy must have beon a champion tool sharpener. How many mowers and
binder knives I turned the grindstone for, I°11 never know.... But I learned

& lesson {rom the dog who used to run away and hide when he saw preparations
being made for ehurning, as he had to walk the treadwhesl!! Uncle Thomas wag
wot a hard taskmaster for all that, I think I used to try harder to evede the
Saturday morning task of shining the family shoes thsn turning the grindstone,



Thoss three young men of the family 211 hed lady friends to visit on Sunday and
the shoes myst shine, but shos polish was not the fast shining type, It wes
the horse and buggy days. Horses were tied W An church sheds- not always the
cleansst spot in @ country void of paved poads, What elbow grsage 1 exponded
onthoss mud-~encrueted shoes in preparation for going to church. Sometimes I
have told friends that I did everything around a church from lighting the

lamps and pumping the organ to proaching the sermon,but I forgot to enclude the
shoes 1 shined so that peeple could GO to chureh)

Besides going to school together, Hareld Thompson and I used to stop at the
swimning hole along the Pine River enroute home on warm spring days; the old
Pine was usually & sluggish stream but whem the epring freshet sweiled its banks
its pace rapidly 4increasid. There were frequent fallsn trees and branches along
its course and in between these wers spacos for & school boy plunge. In one

of these swimming oxploits I had a close call; but for the quick action and
strong arms of Harold, I would have been drawn under. Needless to say thses

incicdents werse not reported at home. If cats have nine lives, school boys do,
too,

I lived at Mansfield before it became fumous for its ski slopes. 1 always
loved those Mulmur Hills, For sleighriding there were long descents, but no
tou rope for the return climb.., and the neise of the skidoo wag unknow.

My futher re-married on October 25, 1899, It was my 1lth birthday. Ileft
Mulmur, Aunt Maggie Gennings drove me to the Shepherds near Alliston and Aunt
Sugan Shepherd drove me to the Griffins, near Egbert, I visited my grand-
rareiits for a day or two and Aunt Maggle Griffin (later Wigget) took Curt ard
me on the train to Penetanguishene, Ontario, where we, ag a family, lived for
about. 7 ysars. Heber stayed with the Griffins until the grandparents died,

My step-mother was Hannah Jane Brittain. Her family lived in Midland and had
previously lived in the area of Waverley and Hillsdale. I think my father was
working eround that area when he met her. When he sarried he found employment
2n the Beck Mill in Penetang. The daily wage fer mill workers {lumber) was
$1.25, The company owned a number of houses and we lived in 2 company house
for zbout a yser., Father then bought a place on the top of the hill near Brock
Strect, Here we lived for 5 or 6 years., 1 went to 8 4e-room school, the
Protcsiant Separate Schooi- the only such in Ontario, I understood.

Penetang was a town of 2,000 at the time, It was the height of the lumbering
psricd, With navigation in full swing during the summer and conaidersble
trafiie with tourists on Georgian Batls 30,000 islends, it was a busy place,
Therc was a big hotel in town., Motor boats were beceming abundant. Cuite a
number of Americans wers coming in, Some had good=sized house bozts which
were towed to a spot and then noored to an island or a convielent bay. Mest
got supplies for the steamer that made daily calls. A few people had bearding

places and cottages were beginning to be popular. Later a number of clubs
erectad their own establisments.

I remember my father werking for a contractor who erected the club for the
Iron Cith Fishing Cludb, a group of 100 who came fowm Pittsburg, Pa. evary



sunsier for a month. Their club house was like a private hotel. They always
had & clergyman and held a church service, They had a fow boats of their own
and spent most of thelr holiday fishing among the islands. The mummeyr the club
bouse was built my father was sble to sscure a shanty from the contractor and
wy wother, Curtice and I went along and spent a part of the summer there. We
were able to use o company boat for padd ling around and had a goed holiday,

In Penetang thore was a reformatory gor boys. It was about 3 miles out of town.,
About 1905 it was converted to a Provincial Agylum, Father was working for the
contractor who had the job of conversion. When the work was finished Father was
offered a job as caretaker &t the new Institution. The family moved from town

- to one of the Asylum houses on the Tnstitution grounds, This seemed like a good
situation, but my father had Lhought pmeviously of going to New Ontario; since
Curtice did not seem inclined to ge through school, he thought 4t weuld be a good
- chance to oceupy him. Also, Just at this time Grandfather Griffin had passged
away and Heber was in neod of a home, Thus when the move north was made from
Penetang in 1907, Curtice and Heber went and also the newest addition to our
family, our sister, Roxie.

Besides the Methodist Church which we attonded in Penetang, there were also the
Preseyterian and Anglican Churches, We had Sunday School in the morning. For

a time Curt and T both attended the Presbyterian Church in the afternoon. We

llked the lady teaching us there., But whon some of the kids sugpested that we

Just came to get a Chrlstmes present, we loft and sterted to attend the Anglican
Sunday School. The class I was in was talkting the Communicant Class instruction
instead of the reguliay Sunday S.hool lessone., I completed the course with them

and might bave been confirmed an Anglicna, if I had wished! The next Yyear 1 attdnd-
ed the Communicant Class in the Methodist Church and joined them,

My father had been the ceretsker in the Hethodist Church but when the fampily
moved to the Asylum I teok over the Job. When the lad who pumped the organ gave
¥p, 1 did that, too!

In the summer we picked raspberries, We used to walk 3 miles to the berry patch
and were always able to got there early as my fathor®s work at the saw mill began
- at 6:30 and we loft heme with him, We sometimes picked up a little change selling
dew worms to the tourists, This work began in the early evening and lasted as

long ag the werms presented themselves, We so0ld them at 25¢ a cigar box, I still
* have in my posssssion a cigar box which I obtained in the early 1900°%s,

Penetang was largely French, being a lumbsr town, and three-quarters Catholic. The
big Reman Catholic Church was named after the missionary and martyr, Father Breboeug
The present shrine at Midiang had not been built, I can remember, when visiting

By new mothoer’s family, playing in the area whers the shrine now stands,

I started school in Penetang in the Third Reader, When I passed the Fntrance,
Fourth Book, there was no High School nearer than 3% miles walk to Midland, so Y
went to work. I had been helping the McGuire Furniture Store during the holidays;

now they took ®o on full time. I boarded with them as our family was now living :
at the Asylim,

The MeGuire Stors did a good business in furniturs and qulte s trade in re-
Pairing and making Picture frames, This latter was largely my work, aleong with
tg: deliv:rz oi tge geode to the homes., Somstimes I repaired window blinds and
olten went to homes to install them, especially if there wers m whole set in a
ggutggggeﬁa gﬁgnpggggg Egtggl%fgsggaggh pictures to be framed, they first had to



[}

Mr McGuire looked after the steore and his daughter cawe at noom to relieve
him, After I boarded at their home, I used io go first for dimer and then
tend the store while Mr McGuire went to eat.

At this time all the furpliure came by freight from the factory. It was
received in Enock.down condition and had to be assembled. Thus there was much
to do in selting wp the srticles and putting them togsther., Often there were
broken parts to bo mended o® scratches to be rvafinished, There was & lot of
work to do and I enjoyed 4t but thore ceemed no future for advancement as the
son, who taught school, was only doing this until his father mas ready to retire.
Then he would take over the store. I begam to look for amother prospect with
a more pormanent outlook, I settled on telegraphy. The Postmaster, Mr,
Darling, gave me a fow lessems snd allowed we to practice on the instruments
in the evenings for one winter. I wont to Toronte in the spring of 1906 to
attond Telegraphy Collegze.

In Toremito I joined Parliament Streot Hathodist Church where Gertrude and Maude
attended. Rev, John Cobuin was the minister at that time. He was later known
for bis work in Evangelism and Social Service, '

Wo had 4 train dispatchers for tecchers at the Telegraph School, But 1like any
trade schoo)l, after learning the fundamentals, ezperience on the job is PecesSEaARy
end so after } months at the school I woni into the CPR Telegraph Office as

& meesengsr clerk and spent 6 wonths getting it into my system befors being

ready for & job,

In Toronto at that time was Fred Shopard, the oidest som of Tnecle George and
Aunt Susan (Bunt). He was a stroet ear conducter, Hie home in West Torento
always gave a wolcome to family visitors. Gertrude and Mawde's brother. Russeli
came to Toronto to irain as a locemotive ongincer. I had not seen them since

I left their home in 1897 at the death of Uncle Munford. Uncle Jim Griffin,

my mother's oldest brother wag also in Toronto. He had bought a team of horses
and wag engeged in the dray business., His oldeat sen, Charles, was Jjust a baby.
I had soze pkeasant times in their heme, alse, befors I left Teronto to go west,

CHAPTER TIX
THE WEST RATIROADING

A trip to tho west, befere the CPR Branch was built from Torente to Sudbury,

(by anyone travelling all the way by CFR, as I had to do, vuing & pass) mesnt
going from Toronto to Carleton Place, then boarding the mnin line Mentrsal teo
Winnipeg train., 1 tock a lunch on the train, zs so many did in those days, 1
stopped off im Nerth Bay for & fow days to visit the Belley family., The Balleys
bed been neighbours for 5 yesrs in Penotang and Hrs. Balley was onc of my
Sunday School toachers.



My pass was to Winnipeg, but on reporting there I was sent to Medicine Hat
Divigion where the need for tolegraphers sesmed groster, I was first aasigned
to 2 reliel job al Seward, mear Swift Current. Soward was Just a wator tank
and station.no village at #11 and & quiet spod for a new recrwit frow he ciiv.
nfortunetely my stoy thero was short, Presently I was sent to I{rvine, Altermta,
nesr the Saskatchewen~Alberte border. Heore thore was a villsge, Mz, T.B,
Hughes t2p the statieon agent. He worked the day shift from 8 a.m. to & p.m,

I boarded at the hotel for & showk time, but soom wont to 1ive with Lhe Hughesa
family. I worked the night shift: 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. Although the staticn resgidance
¥as nol large, and Mre. Hughes had 3 swell ebildren, T was piven & wawmn welcous.
I romained thore for almost two years. I was able to become fawiliawy with tho
stetion clorical work by helping Mr, Hughes with the reports at the end of the
uonth and deing whatever other clerical jobs I conld in my gpere tiud, .., and
thery was plenty of that through the long mighisiil

Fir. Hoghes had 3 or 4 standard bred horses which ho kopt as a side interest.

He aljowed them %o i;un at lazge on the prairies throughout the summer. He

kept & broncho for riding 4o check on the horses oceasionally., He was not
overly fond of riding, but when he learmed that s w23, {though I had not ridden
a lot) ho allowed we to ride the byoncho whenever T wished, {4 night gpggater
could have 25 wuch free time in the day a5 he cared to kee awakao% idid

B

quite & lot of riding thet summer aend Irequently wentz to check on the horses
for him. Thoy were mostly within a tem.mile vange. The broncho had besn
trained in rounding up cattle and was very well broken and essy to handlie. If
you dismounted and dropped the reins he would stend until you took wp ithe reins,
Cnes in 2 while we shased a coyote. I¢ would rum %o 3ts hole and get in safely
but 28 scon as youw turned from chasing it, the besasd would come out snd follow
youl It scemed 20 sense when you did not have a gun,

The raiircad business, like every othor line of wokk, had its siack times and

iis busy times when everything seemed to happen st once, The wires wove always
clicking whelher you were using them or not, Iike an open iine radic, von

could hear everyihing anyono said and they could hear you. You had %o cpen the
switch o talk and elose it when vou finished speaking so another could tall,

In a quiet hour someone wmight open the swiich and soumd the question mark. It
vas vsvally a signal that somecne had nothimg te do and would be pleased %o chaj.
Perhaps noore tock the bait ard silenco continued; but some lonescme and isle
night hawk might say “whooooo" and then you weore 2way on a friendly geb with

a person you mlght notknow. I remewber answering such a challenge end getting
Nt eenversation with a man whe s2id ho had worked im Tevento at s certain
timoy as I had worked there st the same time, ¥ asked his name and knew the

man very well. We were only 30 miles spart, but with each of us working mighis
e wore unavie to get together, though we frequently visited ower the wire.

It so happencd ihat when we did meet again it was in Ingland and we were both in
uwiform in the same unit, the Fifth Division Signal Corps. I nevexr laayned
whother he seturned safely from the war or not., His name wes Jeo MacLean,

On guiet nights 1t was often hard to keep awake. Sometinies there were Lrain
erders to deliver when & train came by~ often an hour or iwe loter thsn tha
orders. Other irains, like the passownger %rains, wight come amd go in bsiusan
if they were superier trains. Some of the superior trains could go by without
stopping at your statieny you hed %o remove the atop signal to let them go by,
s you must keep alert, On a night afier s full day awake it was quitc &
struggle, I hed a ruler ablut IB inches long ard 2 inchos wide, I¢ I vera
walting & foli doszy I would sit back in the are chair and put the ruisr al my



back, with my heai on it. If I doged, my head would roll off the wuler and of
course the ruler wyaid drop and weke mel

We had one throughe-pagsenger every night that had to be clearst without stopping
and everyons wae alert to it. Usually it ran on time, but one night it was quite
late and I was sleepy. It cropt up without me heaving or seeing it.... it was
grinding tc a stop bsefore I knew what had happened? Fortunately the conductor
was kdndly and did not report the ineldent or I might have had a shorter term

as a telegrapher,

The night I had a corpse for company I would have been happy tc sleep... but I
kept wide awake, Thers were not many bodles brought in to small western commundi-
les in the early dsys. There were mors taken out to ba buried in family plots

in the sast, I do not know the history of this one. The first T knew was when
the train from the east arrived shortly beforse midnight. I saw the baggage door
open and socmething being shoved out which locked like s rough box. The baggago-
man motioned for mo to come and give a hand, Another traimman appeared to give
further assistanece< and there was the box on the truck! Where to now? Should

it go in the Baggage Roem or ths Freigh?t Shed? The conductor said it had travelled
on first claes passenger fare so it shounld go im the Baggags Room, There was a
small room off the station office with unclaimed beggage . so by wmoving a few
boxes and twlsting the rough box cornevwlise it was finaily placed within, although
the door to the station office could not be tightly clesed, The comducior shouged
"BOARDS", the traim snorted and was soon out of sight, There was + in my office
for the vest of the night with & corpse for company., A man came in the morning
10 clalm the bady, offering no comment., He hed evidently stoed on the platicrm
ard seen the body being teken care of and then gone back to The hotel fur the
night. /

Another nighitine adventure I somelimes had was going to the water tamit Tor

coal. The lower pari of the water tank was a large hollow space occupied by the
coal and & Yew tools and pieces of equipment. This hollew area was always

hsated in the cold weather and was & resting place for tramps who wmight have

been hitching a& ride on the trains, Though the section hands £1lled the coal
seuttie in the station office and walting rooms daily, sometimes the supply
diminished more quickly than anticipated, Thus a trip to the water tank witha
coal pail was necessary. It was startling Lo walk into the coal bin and find
half a dozen husky men sleeping there, I never had any give offence., Thay might
talk if you spoke to them but, having been But off the trains and knowing they
were trespassers, they usuaily did not speak unless epoken to first, When ane
other train stopped for watsr they would find 2 place aboard %o take them ch
another stage of their way,

When I went west it was my thought not to remain in one place too long, but to
work in an area for & time apd move on, thus working my way west by stages, and
then down the coast to Szn Francisco., There were a number of telegraph operators
doing this and it appealed B wo a2 a good way to see the world, But I did not
prove 1o be a good "Boumer®, I remained in my first position two years and

then moved only 15 miles, Dunmors Junction, the station next wast, bscame
vacant and I applisd for it snd landed the job, Here was the junetion where a
branch of the CPR stemmed off in a scuthewesterly direetion into the USE towards
Spckane, Washington., It was celled the Crow's Nest Pass Line., &% Dunmore
Junctdon I served as day operator and enjeyed the busy iife working the main
iine and branch 1line, I bearded with the Wicholsong, a family who had fevwmerly
lived in fxvine., My, Ficholason was a yailroad man and T knew the family well,
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It was while I was here that I enjoyed a visit from my uncle, Rev, W, Bunt,
who stopped off between trains and visited wme,

An incldent occurred while I was taking the station agent’s work for a times

a carload of settler's effeets arrived in the night. It was spotted at the stock
yard to allow the horses and cattle to be unloaded, Usually the owner reported
at the station, paid his freighl amd received a clearance to take his goods, Thhs
man unloaded his stock and as noone camo around to chllect his freight bill, he
loaded his things and set off for his homestead, with an $80.00 unpaid freight
bli, It was some hours befors this was discoverad, The Mounted Poliece made
fast chase and overtook the culprit and obtained my $80.00, I do not know

what other reckoning he had to answer for; I was satisfied to have the bill

paid and did not press charges, I pnt in a heetic summor with a busy telegraph
job and the extra station agent-yardmaster duties,

When a new station opened at Cheadle, farther west, I applied for it and being
the senior applicant, receivedthe bid and was relieved of the 3-fold pressure at
Dunmore Junction. Cheadle, Alberia, a fow miles cast of Calgary, was as quiet
a place to live and work as Dummore had been busy. The eontrast was striking,
Hardly any trains stopped here, The telegraph instruments elicked on, but
1itile of it was for mo, Tt seoms I had to lose myself to find myself, The
one distinetive mark which impressed itsolf upon my mind was that coldgsal
mountain range so elearly visible from my officd window as T looked out and
gazed upon it through those sky-blue summer days of 1910, The clouds, the sky-
which was which? Who could tell, Lost in thought day after day as I gazed

upon them, I at last came out of the clouds and down to earth, I decided, or
shall I say I was Divinely guided, to &eo longer be a "Boomer® operator, I

left the west, Away from home for over 3 years, I seemed to feel a homesicke
ness draving me bacglk,

I did not know what valleys of shadow I wight be called upon to pass through
but the divsetion was clear,...FORWARD,

CHAPTER IV

MY FAMILY

About the time I left Torento and went west, my femily moved form Penotang o
Temiskaming District, Northern Ontario, They seottled in Kane Tewnship, near
Thoxrnlee, The nsarest village was Milberta, My father bought a Veteran Seripi:
a section of this district which had been designated as gifts to veterans of
the South African War, Soldiers were given free land in return for fulfiiling
certain conditions such as clearing it. This piece had been taken by a man

who failed to Wb EZDES €8 do the required clearing; the lamd reverted to the
Crown and was sold to any buyer at $1.00 per acre, My father bought a quarter
section (160 acres), very little of it cleared, hoping that Curtice would

work the land, Curt had worked for farmers as he was growing up, partly %o
have a little spare money and partly to keep from beimg sent to schocl, He

was not a born farmer and did not like working at home for his board, so finally



he took a trip out wast where wages were higher. Then the war broke out, He
Joined a unit in Saskatchewan and went overseas with them, When I was in
Ingland I met him at Bramshot Camp before he departed for France, The lasi
time we met wo visited Tennyson’s home at Haselmers, He spent 17 months in
the trenches before meoating his death in 1917,

My yoinger brother, George Hebrew, was a delicate child, The fact that he was
only 9 months o0ld when Mother died may have contributed to the poor start he
had in life, As he lived with our maternal grandparents and was cared for by
aunts who were at home, we do not know much about childhood illnesses, He

was wokl looked after as fayr as getting plenty to eat was concerned, but as a
child living in a household of many adults, he may not have had the direct
personal attention a mother would glve., His deafness does not seem to have
been discovered until he was sent to school, He was getting well beyond the
age when children start to school, and as the school was a one~-room affair,

he did not get much individual attention and therefore did not have much chance
to learn, He was about 13 when he left the grandparents in Essa Township and
came to live at home, at the time of the move west, He had always lived on a
farm so the enviromment was not strange to him, Doubtless he had helped with
various chores for my grandfather Griffin, as long as he was able to get around,
had looked after the farm animals, Heber ssemed fond of the animals and knew
most of their hablts by the time he began to do chores at home, He became
skillful in handling the horses and feeding and caring for the barnyard fowl,
After Curtice left home, Heber assumed the guardianship of the Animal Kingdom
of our farm,

I saw very little of my youngest brother as we were growing up., It was not
until our step-mother passed away, the home was broken up and he came %o live
with me for a short time in Beamsville that we came to really know one another,
When he developsed a eold in the fall our local doetor advised sending him to
the St, Catherines, Ont, Sanitarium, The San doctors were aghast al the condition
in which they found his lungs. We explained that he had bsen examined pericde
ically in Hailebury in recent years, but they declared that he could not have
come to such an advanced state of lung injury without his condition being
noticed, They were convineed that he had a chronic TB conditien and they sent
samples away for observation, It was only after months of testing and verifice
ation that they deeclared he had neither TB nor ecancer, but what they called a
fungus growth that developed to a certain stage, decayed and broke off, causing
8 nauseating siclmess that gave him distressing illmess for a time, then lapses
and a return, These periods broke down his rosistancs until in a spell of
eoughing he is said to have choked and expired,

A marked change in Heber's conditien was noted when he began to use s hearing
ald steadily., He had tried second hand types but with little success, When

he procured a newer and more reliable type he began to sense that he really was
hearing what was said, He had spoken imperfectly as he had not heard the scunds
distinetly., Hz had found difficulty in the pronuncistion of certain word .

It was because he had not heard properly, This became quite evident when he
could hear properly for he spoke more plainly, One camnot but feel what a
difference it might have made in his life if he had earlier lmarned to speak
properly. But it came too lats, FHe passed away at St, Catherine's Hospital,
Burial was in the Milberta Cemetary in Temiskaming, Ontario,

My sister, Sarah Roxalene, is the only daughter of Georgoe Bunt and Hannah



Brittaln, I well remember the dgy sho was born, Mother got me up sarly to go
for Father., He was cutting wood in Scott's Bush about 8 miles foom Penetang,
To get to Scoti’s Bush I had to be at Scott’s place in town before 7$a°m°

to hitch a wide to the bush, Father and I got back about 10:30 and © went
stralght %o school. I got a new sister for that effort] She became the bright
light argund the house. She liked to sit in her carriage and wakch the back
yard ball games. She clapped her hands for both sides and didn't mind the ball
hitling her garriage. Fortunately she oscaped being a casualty. I loft heme
vhen she was 3 or & years old and did not have a chance to see her growing up,
but always veceived 2 warm welcome when I came home to visit, I lived in Quebec
and was not cortified to marry in Ontario but I was able to take part in the
corcmony when she married Charles Catt., She continuss to live in Teniskaming,
where the family moved when she was 7 ymars old,

CHAPTER V
TELEGRAPHY

After the holiday at hame in the spring of 1911 I heard the Grand Trunk was
seeking telegraphers. I made application, I was hired immediately and sent
to London, Ontario to fill a vacancy created by a man on holiday, London was
a Divisional Office and my work was all telegraphy, 2 job which suited me as
I proferred telegraphy to station work, I would probably have remained there
had it been a permanent place, but the regular man returned at thk end of his
three week"s wacation,

I remember 2 things about my short stay in London: the Grand Trunk superintond
ent thers, like many of the Grand Trunk officials, was opposed to the wnion,

I was wearing my ORT bution, I noticed him one day while passing through the
office, give a disapproving look in the direction of my lapsl; shortly after
the Chief Dispaicher came %o me and quietly suggested I not wear my union
button around the office. I was young and confident., I thanked him for his
suggestion but continued to weal the bution, I had, while working for the CPR,
recelved pay increases which I knew came not from any perscnal efforts of mins,
but through union negotiations. 4t this time the Grand Trunk was withstanding
union negotiaters and on the whole their wages were lower than the CPR, T
remained in the London area only a short time and did not hoar any wmore of the
union ingignia,

My boarding place in Londen was guite near an Arglican Church where the large
bell was frequently zung, Tt did wot interfere with my slumbers at all, In
face I can remember enjoying it immensely on Sunday moznings while lying in
bed, It played familiar hyans which mingled with ny dreams, I have so often
recallied that experienco,

Before I leit London I heard of o wacancy in the Head Office of the Grand
Trunk in Montreal, This promised to be a permanent position as the opening
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uwas due to a man Jeaving the service. I had intended te return to the west

%o resume work with the CPR, but this venturs with the Grand Trunk was intrigue~
ing, It was all telegraphy as it was here that the messeges and telegraph
reports for Headquarters? offices and staff was veceived, I was provided with
a pass from London to Montreal and arrived there Saturday morning. I began
work on Monday, May &, 1911,

I enjoyed the yoar I worked for the Grand Trunk in Monitreal, Though right im
the midst of Headquarters® officials, there was no word of disapproval of the
union button! The telegraph office was in the Main O0ffice dowmtown on McGill
Street and away from the station and train handling, There were only 5 or 6
of us in the office. The work was concerned with railroading, the hours wore
regular and conditlons agreeable. My hours wers from 5:30 p.m., %o 1:30 a.moe
or whenover the might reports weve cleared up,

As the work occupied my evenings I did not have much social 1life but I had a
good opportunmity to see Montreal and get an idea of its extent, I was intere
ested in the canals and navigation and wandered about a great deal viewing the
ships and their traffic in the port and cansl system,

But such pasttime has its limits, and no promise of advancement. The following
spring 1 started part time work with the Great Northwestern Telegraph, a
subsidiary of the Grand Trunk that handled their commereial work., I continued
the might shift with the Grand Trunk in Railroading work, I then received an
offer from the GNW to take full time work with them, and promise of day hours.
Having spent nearly 3 years doing night work with the CPR out wost and nearly
a year in Montreal, I was glad to accopt an offer of daytime work, By this
time I hod 4 years experience and was able to command a much better salaty and
undertake the varied types of work in a commercial telegraph office.

Starting "in the wocds" which was what they called taking messages frem the
branch lines, I was soon appointed to ‘the Mentreal-New York Duplex, which meant
steady work om the lime from 8 z.m, %o 5:30 p.m, with 30 minutes for lunch, I
held this position for 2 years, then I was sssigned to the Mining Exchange,

The Mining Indusiry had increased to the extent that mining stocks began thoir
own exchange and the CPR and GNW had their owm operaters in the new Exchange,

I still had my work at the GNW Telegrarh Offiwe where I began at 8:00 a.m.

Then I went to the Moping Exchange to work frem 10 a.m, to 2 pom., I spent

the remainder of my work day at the Main 0ffice,

During the year that I held the Mining Exchange assigmment I did not have my
regalar curcit on the New York wire but came in for a mmber of special undere
takings, Sometimes the morning hours involved newspaper special articles,

or relieving for an operator sbsent from work; in the afterncons, when the
bageball season was on, I frequently worked the Baseball Circuit, A%t that time
reporters did not give a ruming story of the game, but sent bullotins of the
play overy fow minutes and the score at the end of ecach inning, Ia the office
we copied these bulletins and sent them out to the papers and bill boards, Thus
I had & year of special types of work, an experience which I greatly enjoyed
and remember with satisfaction as I recall my days as a telegrapher,

I rewmember the Titanic disaster. We had heard much of the seemilgly unsinke
able ship on her maiden woyefe, and of the high expectancy of those who had
‘taken passege to¢ share in this occasion, It was my practice to walk from my
rooming house on Milton Street and squint at the meain headlines as I passed
newspaper stalis on the way to work. That was how I lestned of the dizaster,
It was to be the busiest day of my careor as a2 telegrapher,
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Arriving in the GNW operating room I was grooted by the Wire Chief with the
feverish ploa, "Pleass hurry off with your coat"”, He held in his hand a bunch
of messages and digpatches that would have done ecredit %o midmorning on an
especially busy day. Some of these earlier messages were from peopls who
escaped the disaster, or had been rescued, telling of their safety or wheree
abouts, Many were the emguiries from those on land secldng to Jearn the fate
of friends known to be on board, The pile of messages in front of me grew
larger as the day weant on. Noon hour relief was not thought of. Box lunches
wers brought in both ai noon and the supper hour, Thyoughout the day the frant
pace continued, sometimes bearing the glad tidings of a mirvaculous rescue or
timely deliverance, sometimes the sad loss of & prominent eitizen or business
executive, sometimes the loss of a paremt, leaving hameless children; so many
unaceounted for umtil a final reckoning could be made, It was a day of aixed
emotions for a telegraph opsrater sitting a cingls eeat from 8 a.m. to 2 a.m,
the follewing morning lizteming to the varied tales releted by telegraph cone
carning the fate of those who participated in the disaster, Every anniversary,
though I was fer removed from the scene and was not personally involved with

8 gindge individual who oxperienced the disaster, the story is vividly recalled

Towards the end of my telegraphic career I experienced what was perhaps the
greatast temptation I have had to face. I had always had good relsations with
the staff and supervisers wherever I worked ard had been given opportunity in
various fields without sver feeling thal scmeone else was being gliven prefer~
ence over me, The single line telegraph had advanced to Duplex, Quadriplex and
Multl Services, using combinstions of telegraph and telephone on the same line,
I had sesn these advances, And acw another advance was being made, This was th
Printers,

When I began teolegraphy a telegrapher had first to lesrn the Morse Code, This
was & system of dots and dashes in combinations ecorresponding with our alphabet
The telegrapher had to transmit these sounds in to letters spelled ocut in
words which he wrote dewn. Every word had to be spolled out. It was @ siow
peocess, but many operators became so proficient they could take the messages
dowm on a typewriter,

Tt was conceivable that someone sooner or leter should invent s method vhersby
the old dot dash system chould be displaced by machines whiech could print like
typsurdiiers and eliminate the Morse Code sound system, Thus the Printers, which
soon developed into the modern teletyps, came into being.

The GNW Telegraph, aware of the advanteges of this systen, bsgan experimenting.,
They nffered me the chance of going to New Yorkio the Headquarters where the maq
ines were being tried out, to learn the technique and them retwn to Montreal
end sot up tho operaiion there, It was at this time that I wes planning to
enter the Ministry, 7 had not resigned from the tolegrarh company but I had
already entered into negotiations with the chureh and underisken Scue prelimina:
studies as required by the Presbetry, The telegraph company, of course, knew
nothing of this when they sapproached we with the proposal . Here was the great
decision facing me: te bs or not to bs; to do or not %o do, I geve up the offer
and procesded in my plan to follow chureh work, While my career es 2 telegraph
operator may be said %o bave ended when I entered tho Minisery, nevertheless
telography served mo well as a side line for I helped finance & poriion of my
cvllege carssr by working part.timeshifis ond swmer veeatlion periods, The first
year at MgGili I served in the telegraph office all swmmer and rcamsined on a
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behour trick5:30 to 9:30 p.m. for about 6 wecks while sttending college, Y did
some supply work for another operator during the Chrisimas vacation. The next
surmer I worked steadily in the telegraph office. I had been appointed to
Mascouche, Que., as a student minister. It only required one service on Sunda
and a minimum of pagstoral care, I was able to get away on Satuvrday afterroon
on a train to Magcouche where one of the congrogation met moe and drove me back
to the train on Sunday afternoon, so 1 carried on telegraph work all week and
did the Sunday work, oo,

GIAFTER VI
ST JAMES METHODIST CHURCH

Any reference to the portion of my life in Montreal must mention St.James
Mothodist Church very early in the account., As I mentioned in wy chapter on
velegraphy, I arrived in Montresl on a Saturday in May, 1911, to begin work
with the Grand Trunk Reilwgy. The following day, Surday, I made enquiry at

my boarding house as to the nearest church and learned that St James was neare
by, It was Communion Surday and Receplion of Memberss when the invitation for
any others who might wish to unite with the church was given I went forward,
thus becoming a meaber of the chuwch within 24 hours of ny errival in the eity,
T scon joined the Philadelphia Seciety, a young men’s Bible Clasa,

of which Dr, McCordic was the leaser,

I become interested in the Morning Sundey School tbrough Miss Susic Goed, its
Jeader, It was independont of tho larger Afternoon Sunday Scheol and more 1ike
a family group. Two or thres senlor members led most of the discussions, It
was from this group that I was called upon occasionally to teach a class, I ¢
the first request for my services came whon Miss Diea Adams was avay on vacatic
for 3 Sundays, Later I was given my own group of junior boys, This Morning
Surday School had the zesponsibility for a Mission on des Riviers Street vhere
Sunday School was held in the afternoons, Des Riviers was a neighbourhocod of
many black families, Scmo of the men were sleeping car portors and condugte
ors, I remembor one black family vhore there wers 4 children with lovely
veices, Their mother had taught them to sing wnaccompanied in 4 parts. A
slster, 16, directed them, They oftom sang at their own Sunday School and wher
the Annval Swday School Rally was held on New Year's Day at St, James our
superintendent arrangsd for the 4 chiidren %o give & mmbsor, The Rally was
attended by all the Moniresl churches and therewero about 1500 attending, Oup
black children fairly brought down the house with their rendering of Jesus Is
Tenderly Calling Me Howe,

e The Epworth lLesgue, 23 the Toung People's Assoclation was called, was
made up mostly of young memand women who had come to Monitreal to engage in
business, Fow of them belonged to Moniresl families. Ve had a very good group
I made good friemds here, It gave me a splendid cpportunity to deveiop
talents that were am asset %o me when T entered the Miniedzy., IU was here I
fourd my 1ife pariner and through thess auspices that we learned to know one
another in a work which we undertook togother later on, Some of the people
that we met in the Epworth League remsin as 1ifaulone frionds
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My membersidp in St. James lasted wntil my ovdinmotion 4n 1921, although my
active scrvice was actually only 2 years~ 19111913,

CHAPTER VIT
STANSTEAD

I hed finished Public School in 1903 with Entrance standing, Going *. University
required Matriculation Standing., I had a choice: take the Matwiculation

course at Weslyan Cdllege, Montreal and rozeive Matriculation egquivalent in
whatever time I could make it, or go to Stanstead College, a boarding school,
then operating under the Academy system sgthich offered Matriculation in 3

years, On the advice of my friend, Rev, Clarke Rellley, then assistant minister
at St, James, I chose Stanstead, Rev, Reilloy had atiended Stanstead himw

self and strongly recommended it for me. I was nover soryy that I took his
advice!

Stanstead was a co-educational beoarding school with an Academic Depariwent,
Business College, and Mueic Deparitment, Not having sufficient financial backe
ground, I was given ithe privilege of working wy way, I became the carstaker

of the Holmes Model School where the town students attended Public School and
the Collsge students received Grade school. I had to sweep and clean the 4 rooms
daily and in winter tend the furnace, rising at 5 a.m., to be sure the rooms
wers heated for school hours. This occupied much of my spare timeand loft
little for college sports., Matriculation required 2 languages, I took Latin
and Greek. I would have chosen French, but in Quebec students started French

8o early that I would have been unable to catch up in the back studies, (Mate
riculation Greek was only a leyear course,) The local clergyman, Rev. T.A.
Halpenny, had iaken Greek in ecollege and coached me., I made it! T also receivee
ed extra instruction in Latin and with this help was able to finish Latin in 2
yoars. Some isachers were kind enough to give me extra classes in science,

and with this help, and burning the midnight oil, I was able to accomplish the

3 year course in 2 years, and was ready to enter MeGill in the fall of 1915,

Dr. Truman, as principal of Stansiead, was tolerant, He dealt fairly with
offenders and tempered his ruling with justice. During my time theore soemed

to be very good facultyestudent relations. Of course, at times thoro wers
pranks, BEeing a coseducational institution, more that half the stuvdenis were
ladies, and this no doubt modified the tone, At tho same time it could create
problemssbut with regard to decorum, the college held a fair name, HMinor
cffences, particularly among boys, were somotimes atoned for by wallding around
the heart in the centre of the driveway or being gated, that is kept in during
free timo for so many days, There was an occasional expulsion; a mild reprimand
was usually enough,

In the dining rocm a male teacher sat at the head of each table with 2 lagy
teacher at the lower end, As there were naver sufficient male staff to man

all the tables, older boys were caelled upon to %ake ihe head of the table. The
"head" was expscied to do the serving, No one must leave the table until all wepe
finished and the hostess gave the signal by rvising herself., This was a Sige

nal awaited with impatience! If it were necessary to leave the table before

all were finished, cne must rise and walk to the head table and ask Permission

to leave,
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Prayers were said at the ¢lose of the breakfast meal, Theological students
took turns with the faculty in leading the devotions, reading a Bible pzssage
and offering a prayer. During the winter months, when I was tending the
furnace, I frequently had to leave the table early., As my seat at the head
of the table was near the door to the kitchen, and our table oftem finished
the meal quickly, at an opportune moment I would slip into the kitchen withe
out taking the long route to the hostess to ask permission to retire. Thim
was ordinarily accepted, But one day when I did this, Dr, Truman asked the
waid serving at the fazulty table to take the Bible to me, I wasn't there
where I ought to have been! The maid hkd to return to the principel with the
Bible, amid supressed grins from the boarders who had nopiced ihe incident, A
mild rebuke for me lateP ON.oeoo

Dr. Mabptin was the head of the Musie Faculty, I was not 2 music student but

I came Yo know him, perhaps better than most of his students, through helping
with odd chores around his place on Saturdays at 10¢ an hour., (It was another
meahis of supplementing my meagre resources,) I was always intrigued by his
ability as a blindman to do so many clever things, I reomember the precision
work on & tool chest in his basement, With my carpentry instinets I could
thoroughly appreciate his wonderful talents as o earpenter., I recall vigite
ing him some years later at his summer home on Lake Memphermagog, We were
sltting oculside on a summer evening talking, He was, at the same tine,
listening to the electric pump drawing water from the lake, It was giving

him seme trouble and he told me that the night before he had heard it stall
and start intermittently, so he had decided to investigate., He took it apart
and found that a small perch had somehow become lodged between the intake

ard exhaust, I marvelled that he ecould take theo puwp apart and put it together
again, but why didn’t he say he found a "fish® in 41?7 Nol! It wias a PERCH...

The year I went to Stanstead, 1913, there wore 3 otker theologieal prospects
registered: Melville Xearns, George Kempling and Williah Flowerday., Nome of
them graduated nor did I meot any of them afterwards, Kearns, enlisting in
the army, was the first to go. Flowerday was like the seed that sprang up
quickly and withered too soon, I think I knmew his whols history the first
day I me% him, Kempling, like mysolf, had been out of school for some years
and study did not come oasily to him, We rocmed together my second year and had
a very happy fellowship, We had a room in a corner on the top floor where a
number of the junior boys were quartersd and it was our responsibility to
oversee these lads. This didn't mean much except to help them in any way

we could as older boys and restrain them in their tendency to tear things to
pieces, The lads were not really a bad bunch and we had little real trouble
with the, but being mischievous, they often set snakes in our pathuways and
celled into play our restraint., I met scme of them in later years and enjoyed
reecalling their pranks,

A very good chum of mine, though not a theological student, was Harold Elliogt
from South Durham, We often went for morning walks together. Occasionally I
heard from him afterwards as he returned to his home town, but the passing

of years divided ouwr ways,

My acquaintance with Ezrol Amaron began in my last year when he came from his
Guebec City home to take his Matriculation, I was to meet him later during
his Arts course at McGill. In the minlstry our paths crossed occasionally,

Ho gave me some valued assistance one swmer when T conducted o ?cung Pacplels
sumaer camp at Hake Memphormagog. '
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Mr, D.J, McFadden was head of the Business School, T did not have anything to
do with this deparimetn but my roammate the first year, whose name was ncGhee,
took business., Mr. end Mrs., McFadden wore rveal church workers and besides being
on the Board of the loeal church, Mr, McFadden was a Prebbetry worker and Mrs,
McFadden a ¥MS worker. I met them both cccasionally through later years,

In the Medel School Mr. Hector (lator Rev,) Beach was the prineipal. He ahd
taken the Senior ¥ triculation the year before and had stayed on to earn some

money to carry hiw"through future college years, We always exchanged Christmas
greotings,

The social life at Stanstead wazs an important item, In those mideteen voars
socisty was becoming less restrained than in the rigid ninties, Dancing, a
stern Methodist prohibition, was still taboo at official functions; smoking
was dencunced and byohibited on college property, though many were known to
use the weed regulawvly outside the college range, The Pram was the official
mixer for the boys and girle., It was well supervised, Cautdous parents
felt their sons and daughters safo within such restyictions and not a few
couples were matched and pledged under such auspiess,

Stanstead sponsered 2 branch of the Student Christian Movement., This group
held weekly Bible Study largely attended by the boys. It was a nissionary-
minded group and gave contributions te support a missionarf, Al the thme I

was thers the missionary they supported was a Mr, Murray Brooks in Celyoch,

It was my lot to collect the money, whieh somelimes was not too freely given,
for this projeet, Bub with ul¥ missionary ardour I chased after the funds so
persistently that I earned for myself the name of Murray Broocks, I had the good
fortune some years later te meet the gentleman,

At the close of my lasi Year I was chosen as a dolegate to Northficid Conw
ference, Theo Stanstead group of 6 or 7 was part of hhe MeGill delegation,

I enjoyed this experience immensely. The Northfield Scheols, like Stanstead,
were chureh sponsored and the type of citizenship at the conference was of a
high order, Harry Emerson Fosdick was one of the speakers, It was early in
his career and ho was popular with the students, The ingpiration I derived
from his lectures impressed me so greatly that as Fosdick went on to become
one of Americals outstanding lecturers, I followed his careor with intersst.

From his sermons, lectures and books I derived much food for thought and mate
erial for my sermens,

CHAPTER VIIX
WAR SERVICE

I was working in Montreal as a telegfraph operator when WWI broke out, I had
as a companion in a rooming house Mr, George Bleomfigld, an English reservist,
He was an elevator operator in a downtcwn office and as soon as the neuws
reached him on that August day in 1914, he dropped everything and went to
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reoport for duty in the British Army. He was in England in a very short Limr,
in service, Ho wss of that soldler type who regarded serving his couniry move
of a duty that an obligation. Ue did not need to be "called uph,

Many of the first to respond i{o0 the call tc arms were of that type. They were
Britons, Britain was at wa®?! The British Bmpire waes being challenged, Her
colontes must be defendédd, It was a reslless day; an unsettled time, Home
1ife was beling disvupted; fawilies were brokenup. The current of individual
life imillions was tuxrmed in & new directiom, At first it was the old verw
erans, then the best of our young and vigorous youthe a whole generation of
the prime manhood of our country was to be susallowed up before the conflict
was ended,

It was two years leter that I wel George again, This was in London. He had
been in service in France and reeceived a slight wound and had besen reiurnsd
to Blighty for recuperation, T chanced e meet him on & Sunday afiernoon, I
had gone to London for the weskend and was staying at one of tho Soldiers!?
Hestels, Just before supper D went for a walk expecting to meet some of the
lads who would later be taking the train back to camp; Georgs, with the same
thought in mind, was teking a stroll befors supper. we mel face to face not
far from his home and I went there with him and met his sister, We gpent an
hour or 30 in renswel Of frieondship. He wrote me a time or two frow Francs,
but then silenee, I never heard from him afler,

A3 I had experience in telegraph work, I decidedto join the Divisional
Signallers where tolegraphy was one branch of the Signal Service. The Sigrals
Training Dsepol was in Sttaaao go when I had completed my first year at MeGill

I went to Ottawa to commence my Military Cateer, The Depot for Signsis uas
quartered in the Falir Grounds Buildings; ours was what had been the Poultry
Building. Things had besn tidied up by the time T srrived! A nwmber of studenls
frem Toronto had recently aryived and I was among some of this bunch as long

gs I was in the army. There was a Mounted Section and a Riding School, I
would have liked to take ths riding 2s I hsd done some in the West, Bui with av
telsgraph experience I was directed to that school., Of course, as a soldior,
one wag subjected to all the cawp procedure and cach was designated dally to

a turn as erderly in thekltehon or at varlous chores: waiting on tavle, swwape
ing floors or some eulside job. The army seemed 1o like the way I kept the
living quarters tidied up and kept we om this for several days. It was easy
anough o do and I had plenity of spawre tiwe. I might have had this job for

the duration, but I was missing the training in the telegraphy school and

when the sargeant lesxned I was being detained 25 a floor swasper, he scon had
me back at the school with the other telegraphers,

is signallers ve were required to learn the flag signalling, %co, which got
us ouldoors quite a lot, Some ¢f us who had previous telegraph axperiense did
not need so tueh sound work and were glad to get outside flag wagging. Some
of the Signallers found the sound rsading difficult and never bscame profic
lent. Those who had provious knowledge im Yslegraphy found it child's play.

1 never did ezeel as 2 Flag signaller but I found no diffievlty in mastering
the requivemsnts for the aymy test,

The fourse had started some time after the New Toay and zny whe joined the
forees lator wers put in that claes to caiech up ap they wight, I azrived in
Hay and wes enrolled in this cless, Towards the end of May the army begen %o
prepayve & elass for & Dralft that was oxpected to leawe for England in July.
Thers wern 5 ox & telegraphers and abouvt 30 flag signallers in the group
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attached to o wndt of 250 Cavedian Engincers, The Camadizn Sigmals, then,
vere atiached te the Capadisn Ungincers for clsssificetion purposes, We wWere
called Seppers rather than privaies., 7Thua I only hed 3 monthe Training in
Mlava as we loft for England fmgusi &, 1915, .

I did not know meny in Oblewa abt that time, bubt I did not jack soelal iife
for 1 attended ihe Young People's Meotings ot Stewarton Church., We seidices
wers' royally entertained, I vecall invitations %o visit some honos for Sunday

dinnsr and 2 ladios whom I wet in Gttawe ssnt me food boxes later o England,

Hy dearly beloved Beatrico came to Cttawa to spend a week with me. Shs stayed
at the TWCA emd I wes able to chow her around, Shorily afiar that I wag posated
to the Overcess Draft and glven a few days’ leave whieh I spent with her in
Montreal. We had te pert not lmowing when we would meet again, or if over,

I had gene to viglt wy people the (hristmas bofors joiming the army and did not
08 thew egain befuore golng oversezs.

The Drafi left Oliswe Aug, %, 1936, TP was & hot day, I woll remember the
march in full military issue: overcoats rollsd in the Ffamillay wllitary siyle
for carrylng avound the shonlder, In deforance Lo the extreme heal of the day
a merciful commander ordered a trusk tv carry the omrcoate, 1 should mantion,
that while our Headquarters was at ihe Exhbibition Grownds, for the sumper we R
moved into tembs and were quartered shout 2 miles oul nesr a rasce track, This
¥es our walk %o the train, The coaches ware the old Yeolonist® caps with
upper and lower bumbia., T alept im an upper on ihe Jjowrney to Halifax, We
want Lo the dockeide amd when the ship was loaded 1% movaed out into the harbousr
to weil propsration of ethew ships. 1% was & or § dayy before the cenvay

was ready,

Different units weve posted to guard duly on various positions throughout the
ship, The Signals, being a weall upit, wWers agsignad to the Bridgs. It was
pogarded as guits sn honour $o have ihe post on the Bddge., There was nothing
%o do, of course, dut look wise pacing back and forth talting an cecasional
glanse to note if a Jurking Gemman sulwmarine might have spotied the ship. What
would yeu do AL you sew onef? U Oh, mell, tho felliow up in the crow's nest
with the binoenlars would probebly heve sighted 3t long before and raised

@ FoWo I woll pemember thoss vigils in the sleopy hours of 2 to % a.m, Thaey
seamed to Lo thelongest. Nothing for a chamge but the wolcomo cry fran the
cron's nest: ALL'S WELL,

We reoached Englasd some tuo weeks later Just as sunset and were herded into

& trocp traln which landed us at Shomnclifs Cemp in ths south of England serly
the next worning. Sherncilff had been a pommanant Briweh Army Camp, It was
due for seme major ropsirs and not im uss in 2016, excopt for tho HBeadquarters
Building, This tho Conadian Army was allecated for their Hesdquarters and our
unal used tents mn the open space odjacent o the camp fyem Ruguol until
November, Ws then moved %o Cyowboreugh, snother fovmer Briiish ixmy Camp,

HWe carriod on some sowd of training and oxereisss, I suppose to OCCURY US,
Then befan the formaticn of the FIFTH CAKADIAN DIVISION, Ouwr wit was Ancinvded
in thie and beesms the Fifth Canadien Divisiensl Zignallexs, This divisien
uas t0 Lo organised with a visw to sending 4t to Frnace as & complete division
and the treining was undorisken with that im view,

The stey at Shernciiff wasz so shert that T can seaveely wocell smf outstanding
ineldenta, Folksione was nearby: i1 had lomg bask a sevslde vesort, bt under
wartime restrictions it was not a popular resort, Hs had 1ittle cppoptundiy
“c see this Yorality,
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Crowborough wes sm2ll and remote, Bl was wintertlamc and there was Little to
acewpy the troops oulside the dally routine. Thus few of vws rememboyaed
Crowborough with anything sesembling pleasurs, For myself and 2 half dozen
oThors who avalled themselves of the hospiiality of the local Hethedist

Caurch, there were same happy times, The Church Hall was open Sunday sfterncons
for a reading room 6r a quiet plass for writing letters. This mas follcwed

by tea and fellowship with thecongragation and an opporitunity to attend the
evenlng service, While many of our unit remember Crowhorough as a gloomy

pPlace, a few of us recall the happy hours of fellowehip there.

The move to Whitley Caap #as 2 reiilef to wost of the Signal group. Here was
anticipation, It was known thel we were to join the other groups to fowm a
Division. We wereo to be the Division Signallers, We were among the {irst

to arrive, snd thoss of us of the Hemdquarters Section of Signals had cur
office at Headquerters, While our unit wes among the Canadian Enginsevs line,
our office was st Headquarters Hut, We had & branch line %o each Bathalion
Headquarters and a direct line fvom Camp Headquarters to London. The Bat3dlions
began arvi¥ing &8 guarters for them were ready ond in a chort time the Division
had veached its strength and we became a city of 20,000 troops, Bach unit had
its own programme for preparation to f£it and outfit its men ror the day of
battle. This is where the action was in the esriy days of 1917~ at Whitley
Camp,

Hearwhile in France the war was at its deadliest, Troops were being sent from
other camps to reenforce tho lesses, Hany sho had served and hecome casualtdes
bad recupersted and returasd 1o the fisld of battls, Whitely Camp ard the
newly formed Divisiorn worked frantieslly to prepare a Diviolon to take the field
of batile as a unit, More cells were sewt oud to Canads and the other colonies
to increese tho reoruiting progrommz amd send mMore reenforcaments, It was an
anzious time for this newly-formed Division, Would they be aliowed to go over
&s a wit? Whal were tho delays and demands? Only those at Army Hesdquarters
knew. It wag a sorry day for the high hopes of the Fifth Diddsion when it became
apparent that some of the units of this wehletrzined troop would have to be

sent to Franco for badly dopleted ranks there through the bitter and prolonged
struggle. The Fifth Division was being badly depleted and its backbons bréken.
Camp soon became a training ground for raw reervlis sent over from Canada,

This changed the tempo of life and the spirit ef the canp,

What had been the Headquartors Unit of the Fifth Division was broken up and
men were taken from sach of the Battaliong sscticns, There was only a section
of about 25 men of the Division loft, Thess formed 2 “Command® unit whose
duty it was fo handle communications necessary for replacement of troops as
they camsand went through the wesks before the Armistics, and after until the
troops vere disbanded, There were no longer flag-wavefs, As far as we were
concernod it was routine office work until we received word to report to the
Engineeris Depot st Seaford and clsar for home and discharge,

For me the war hsd not been a fighting war, The Signals were not a combat
umniil, We tock ths soldier training of drills and marehas and were subjeet

to all the fatigue dutiss: kitchen helpers, mess orderlies, cleaning, polishing,
scrubbing, shininge anything that had %o bs done, The NDivisional Signallers
did not have as much work as the Rattalion Signallers, Ours was wmostly office
work and in the Headguaviters Section where I served ve were et 5taff Heade
quarters, We wore privato dress with blue and white arm bandsz which gawe no
military rank znd allowed cortain privileges glving fres movement thireugh



what might otherwise bz challenged by military polies or guards, It was
sssumed s signaller with a blue band was on an important mission, Sometimss
1t served whon off duily or on holidays in gettlng places,

In the Yonv stay ai Whitley Camp from tho time wo bagan training untll the
it broka up, we of Headguarters worked in shift and sometimes had long wseke
ends or cven long leng emes, Thres of four of us had owr own bigycles,

There wors a number of army bileycles but they weye for duty purpsses and wers
a heavy type of wachine. I had enocugh of them when we went on rouls msrches
and I had one L6 push nost of the way, I much preferred my own; sscond hand
ones Ters easy to progurs, though ii was somelimes hard to buy paris for
reopairs, My eoaster brake failed and after a long walt for rsplacements I
finglly had to resart to hand brakes,

Or afternoons effit was fine to ride around the oountry, Surrey was hilly,
Tio traffic vas nol heavy, and alene, or with s coupls of the boys, I greatly
rajoyed birycling through England®s couniry places. We could reach London

oy cyeling about 20 miles te the end of the underground at Surbiton or
Himbledon. In that way I szw a great deal of London and the surrounding
conndy .

Twice o year we HWore glven a sixday leave and 2 pass on the train, Trips
1ike this were an invitation to vielt Scotlend, I took 6 days to visit Edine
burgh, It #was not so expensive travelling when you eould get a room in a
soldiers’ club for a shilling (25 ) a night and at numercus pluces volunteer
helpers served Iros tea and bread to soldiers, Another time I took Tthe train
to Glasgow where there wers three or four tours arcund the elty sponsored by
the YNCA for groups of scldiers: & view of the Singsr Sewling Machine Plants

& trip te the Submarine Target Dase: & boat trip on Loch Lomondy a train trip
te dyr and Robexrt Burn's birthplacs, My Maternal grandfather cams rom near
hers and 1 vigited the chureh whers he was believed baptized, Ansther time T

vent to the west couniry and had a look around Somersst, the birthplaca of
my paternal grandfather,

The story of HOW I WON THE WAR has been most effectively rolated by wany othersg
I only firsd 20 rounds of swmunition on the Rifle Range. For the rest, my

gun was gilent, Il would probably have been buried in dust cempletely but

for the fasct of necessary Xit Inspections, when it was regquired to be exhibited
clean and shining. I gladly haided it over on the day of discharge.

CHAFTER IX
THE FIRST CHARGE

Liks many young folks starling out, I was vary anervous spaulting beforwe the
public, I got my. early start by talding part in Young People's mestings, the
Epyorth League 2s we called 5%, in ths Lothodist Church. Yhen T was ot
tanstead there were a few opportunitiss to fAId ASwnday vaecancy im neighe
bouring charges, Duxing my first yeot at University the academic work
cccupird me protiy weil and thore uzs se much aeyw work that Y &id no praache
ing that year, Three years in the Army did not affowd much opportumity for
pubiic speaking ox study, o 4¢ ¥as a vaw rooriit vho revwmned frou the wor
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in the spring of 1919 and signed wp for & suwmer supply wdertaking on the
praivie with the Frosbytorian Church,

T fonnd myself carly in May heading for Saskatchevam with some books and the
rudiments of a fou germens to practise on an wnsuspecting public, My charge
Has on the (MR belusen Sasketooz avd Calgery, wob far from tho Alberta boydes.
T iended at Pinkben and snguired from the station agent about the man I was
supposed te contact, The station agent knew aboud ny expected arrival and
phoned the party, about 6 miles distant, He avsived shortly,

Pinithad vas a thees point charge, with a emall house for the mind stex’s
racidence bullt just after I arrived, {Previcusly tho minister had bogrded
with members of the eouigregaticn.) The village was small, The surrounding
&'ed was o larming communiiy, Twelve miles esst was Fairmemnt; twelve miles
Bouth was Failey Chuvch vight in the farming wommunity, I drove 36 miles every
Sunday by horse,

The pewple of thsse communitiocs were nearly all second or third gemerstiom
Ontaxio peepleo whe had moved west sarlior Lo tale up land for themsslives,

Thoy wewe fudxly well estabiished, very good conservative chureh folk, The
commuriiles ware scatliered and thoy hed fow orgamisatiens; youag folk maryied
and gettied dowm im the sommundty. Sunday services were my chief work, and iife
was fairly voutive for me, I olse had & reading course to cover im propavation
to entoring secomd yeaw Aris ab MeGill iw Octeber. This was not light roading
and it hepi me Dusy to cover the course fur the verbal togt,

I had visions of making stwe extrz money stooking grein when the harvest

bagan but dld not sesm Yo Lind spare time for this uniil owms morning & big
Howe burried into my house and in broken Emglish signdfied hie distress

with s£20 much ripe wvhezt snd noone to help him, I would rather have chossn
anoiher mumont to leave my own work, but so insistend wes hefor me to come

and holp him that I wemt! T was im pretty good physiecel comdition afex thyse

yoars' apmy 1ife, but those lavge shesves were Loo much of a match for Be,

A young led was slisc helping. Porhaps botween the twe of us we d4d a small

man’s day. I pot o 4 or 5 days without sordous hardieap, I recall the clouds
of files in that Forwegion heme. Tt was midewmwmor. Thore seemsd Go s no
screens, It was oftem diffiecult to take a bite of food wothowh first brashing
the fliss off, The femily scemed used to it and I was wired enough and hungey
noughnot o pay too moch sttention te the flies, I suffered mo 311 offects,

I did 2 great deszl of wisiting smong the congregation that suwer avd fowd

8 ready wolcome overywhers. If I drovo up Lo @ homso Just as they were sitiing
dewn %o Gopper there ¥as ne onberrassment, I remember sepesizlly the awsber
of tiwmss I wos served conmed salwmsn for eupper! T suppose it was onething the
hensewife could £al) banok on inm en erorpency. That was uy only axpeorionce on
2 mizgsdon ficld or smamer supplip in the wesd,

At the end of my next year at cbiloge I did not nesd %o look for a swemaer supply,
Yor a mission field Just oviside of Moatresl hbd becowes vagant snd I seoered

it, This wes ¥aseouche, a smuil Eaglish commumiityte the meeth of Montreal
entirely surpounded by Frenmch. Thore was an Anglican Church und a Methedist
Church. The fAnglicans were nearly a1l of %he Robiason Porzly. The Methedlists
wvore all Alenanders,.

As I was billsted in a difforont home sach waekend, I hed 2 splendid oppore
tandty to visdl each femily and becams very well acgusdnted with them., Thare
wove fouw children, Moat of the yormg pecple had gane to the city few enpliaye
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usat, 1 have Fforgokten mest of their names sines By sojourn thepe in ig20,
bat I de remombor Wy, ang Hra. J.W, Atexander, Hrs, Alexandsr played the
chureh ergan and aiways sang iugtily. As the organ was right bamide the
peipit e slightly behing it, T got the full bonedis of a Styong sepranc
vedus. She used Yo twit mo about giving Lex my iy Yst svery Sundgy o
reRy small clipe of papsr.As she and heop husbasg were among the oider oucs
#aid the group eailed hew st Cavvde and as that BELleN easivy than ealiing
hep ¥Mys, Alexander I Lagan ealliing her Aust Carite which plassed hep very welil,
I eailed her hushawd Unele Johimy, She uag Tery interested in ‘the solloge
siadents, Obhers had been guests there hefore Be, She seemed Lo semss they
aollege students had good eppotitios and she excelied im feading them not
only on thedr woskend vAghd bt wey oftan slipped something inte the ing
2t doperiurs time on Sundey aliermoon. Theso trsats were 2INZYs shaved vith
She buye ot 20llege.ihen o Lfend gaw you hesding off with yowr bag and psisd
Where are veu BAne?" you ceuld elvays oxpect scmg visiters on your voturm iz
1t vore kmown WiWlS  thab yeu hud deen vislting Amnt Caspie,

I mentioned there ware Few children, bat T de ranember eme of the familics
with 2 Iittle gizl, poseibky & or 7 years of aga, It seews that one Ssturday
night the bired man had forgotiem to prepare the kindlsng for starting the
fire in the wormang. When ho arose he began vo spliv isdling o the shed oif
the kitehen, making a terrible nsiss, This iitile gisd, ovidently with houghte
ful consideration for the minister, went oud ard eld the mem not o malte such
R noise a5 the wini zter was sleeving yet, T aivays ¥new T had gosd Triends
azamg the Alemanders, and here wai one stuunch ruappestor]

It 35 always hawd fop o minigter Lo leave a songrogalion whess he hag baceme so
intimalely inveives in the Iives of a gFoup of puople and shaved with them

some of the deepom and more moaningiwl ewperigncss of 1ife. Often, howeveg,
the sadress of fayewell is softenad by the lure of preospests arlsing in otheyr
Breas giving promice of newer and pevheps greatey hepes or outlook, This wasz
the vase whem T 2esched the end of oue yeer's serviac at Hascouche, T wBas
semtenplating BRPTiaga,

Yhen I arrdved in Hentreal in the spoing of 3911, %there arrivetd aboni the same
time fvtm anether paxt of Gnlavic 2 lovely legdy, Chanes, or peFhaps mere
truly Diviae Guidance, broughit ug sogpther. We cach Coung who James Metheodist
Charch our chuzeh sarly in euwr iife 1 the iarge «ity, We becsme dnvolived
in the Epworih League and threough guccosding years laarned thet we were ine
tarded for ome apathsy, Cellege preporation, thres pears #ar, and subseguant
gvants left that visiep wndimmed wivi] its venstwation in mawriags June 28,
102i: Our honsysoon was & boat t0in from Rlagston 4o Wontrosl end then tyais
o onr new home, Rawden, Quebse,

CHAPEER X
REWDOH

Revden was 2 qQuadnd 1ittie villegy 2% the Zoot of the louremtisns, The fast
#ators of the upper readhes of Laho Cuara River twwbled over the roeks into
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the quieter waters bolow shere hmmed the sawmills, When the timber from the
rogged hilis behird was cleared, the village thrived, The land was cleaved

and famns sprang up, The soil was sandy and Iight co farming wnover begame &

major industry.

The Methodist Chwreh in the willage, with the halp of the farming commenity,
bad maintained am imdependent charge for a few years, but by the beginming of
the 20th cemtury had subsided ints Mission Ficld status, Thus when I went %o
Rawdon it was 2 Mission Field end had been alloceted Yo studenis, A grent
was recsived from the Home Mission Rosvd as an Sn Tive Lo keeping the werk
alive and students reusived wbatever the congregation could afford Lo pay
hem, For a married sbudent Rawdon provided a kame for a family io live,

The Hunse had beon kept in good condition as a comforvadle vesidence, The
eongregation bedng small, the pastoral work was neok heavy and the inceme
roueived 2 valued assisbunes in scquiring cne's education, Thus Beatrice swmdl
docided to be married, She would iive ip the Hanse while I ook legtupes

at colldge Trow Tuesduy to Fridey and lived im the eolioge vesidencey thon I
commuted by tvain and speat ihe weekend wilth wy vife and pmoached on Sumday,
znd attended pastoral duiies requiring atichiicn. One eonid find Zime fop
study and setehing wp on any reading that a busy college schedule did mot
atlewn, _

Beatrige hed worked im Moniveal as a Business girl Yor alnost ton yeors. With
the prospect befers hor of becoming a minisker's wife, she Levminaded har
business career @ year praor to ous maryisge and went to Torontio to tale a
Yoar's studies 2% the Hethodist Hational Tragning School where wissiomaries,
deavonesses and charel workers Look speeisl couvrsss to bobber syuip themsslves
Zor pogitions of loadership impastoral werk., Not ail prospective mimigtorts
wives Yook this course, but several did ang found 4% of bensfit im thedw
careoy dn church werk. Beatvice bhad alrecdy hed some years! ewpericnce ss

2 Somday School worker whilo in Momtreal snd in the Bpuworih League, & Toung
Homen's Bible (lass esd 3 Mission Croup,

AgeopSing &0 the vnles of the chupch a student wust complete his coupse befere
marriage. Speeizl concoswicns weve senovines nade and, with the elp of the
Rev, T.8, Halpejiy = the Rev, BoB, Hrown who made pleas defore Preshatey
3wy behalf, we weye able to enjoy those 2 yeers im Rewden whils T completed
Ty aollege work. The charge, not havding had a dedy in the Hanse, was delighted,
tog, vhan we agprived, Thers was mueh s jopment of home life on thess woekanis,
and er opportunity o visdy some of Lhe parishoners and bovoms well ccquaint
od, Ve ha aceasional visits Zrom Montreal friemds, and college studenis
gladly accopted am invilation %o taha par: in a Sonday serviee... and sopoiises
presched the sermen! That first winlep, Beatzice's parenis, Br. end Mws, Jehn
Coudy, from Harrowsmith coma gntl paid us a lengthy visid, They had beon lifea
long chureh Ffolk end theroughly enjeved %ife 3in the Yanse, and espeeislly when
ons or Twe students came visiting, The prchearsal of ecllsge oxpecieness

and tales of pastoral 2ife £3lled them with Zreat delight.

Beatriee proposed a Ladies Aid group that fivst winter. Mawy of the ladies
uers clder and not anwions %o start goRething new, especisily sowething with
which they had iiitle SEpaTienc®. There was soms hositaifon, Bt wilh ‘cha
willingness of & few %o venture, and no real oppositicn from the vithers, it
a8 egreed to try khe eupepdment if tho mindsters wife would bo prosident.
Thug the vomen's wesk began at Rawdon, and there are those who say at this
time thet 47 3% had not been for uitat the ladies did, the chvrch at Rewdon
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woudd have died ysars ago. Insteed 1% 48 a live Snsidtuiien in 1974,

The ladies' wovk gained finmsncial suppert by eEVAiDng suppors. Rewden chursh
wag mmall, They hed mo hall, Oaly & fow vould gather im « home. But the
saaner popristion e inersasing and the 5des wss concedved of having suppsrs
outdeers in summer 8% the helght of the tourist seasen, The membeps 2 Fipst
{83t it was hopeleoss for ao Lew %o attempt sueh an undertaking, but with ihe
halp of Mrs. Geergs Finlayson, at the ¢ize a weaber of st, Amdrew’s, Westw
waunt, who egroed to ssoure the ham and propare it for the vecasion, the othap
Jadies decided that with such a boost for a gend-of? they eould no longss
refpsin. Whers the quantities of foud came from was & mravel to the ladias
themselvas! It took 1ittle advertiaing to acguaint vhe summer folk o7 the
svant and the aumbers thait ceme to that fipst supper nol only surprised the
ladies but set the patiern for an event that contimued & soccess fey many
years Lo follow,

Ths wsnal time for changing pasbtoretes in the Hathodist Chupch vas the end

of June., Of compse there were excopiions agoording to circwmgiances. In

¥y cass, wy predecessor, whe was moving samo distance wantad to waeate Ruwdon
on May 1s%, It was cnvemient fer me Lu palieve him at that time 28 T was
free alier the close of ecollege in April, therefove I preparedio take over
Rewdontay 1 to let uy predecessor go esriy. Thus I meved to Rowden two months
choed of ordinary muviag time, This gave Mo a chance o got wy things moved
and also %o make a start on planting & garden and getidng acguainted with the
farmers of my prospactive comgregatien, My Tathey and aister, who e2no Teom
Rozthern Oatario to the wedding, arrived a week carFly and spent a Ffeow days
with e before going %o Horrowmmith where Bsotrise’s Lad iy Jhved,

The wedding was held at Havrvwamith on the 28th of June, 1928, Rev, Stowayt,
the iveal clevgymau, offiaisted, Cuests wepe: Beatsiess paramts; ¢wo wncies
and aunts; her sister Bdne and hey hushand with theis two children, (Rev, amd
Hre, A.R, Walsh); wy Zather and sisiwe, Oup honeynoone was a2 boat trip frem
Kingaton to Momtpesd and teain to Rawdon.

I woll remembor the train »ide and our azvdival awnd reception in our now hemo,
The ladies wove 8ll limed up ik the hail as we went im the frond doow, I

gaw a lady a little zhead in the 34ne who had holped we to got settled and her
ngme was familier 4o me, When I met ths first Jady 1 salisd her by the neme

of the ludy shesd whem I bed recogmized praviouslys then I salled the second
lady by the first lady’s nome end got them all wrong as I went down ¢the line. ..
confusion and a yed fave for a fow moments, but the ladies scon announged thedy
oun names aad we gobt away to & riatous stapt,

Dr, Smiley, the medical pructitioner, was perhaps the best knewn figuve nround
Rawvdem at that time. He spoke Fremeh and wmg highly respected by the Feench,

23 woll as by tho English, Heo desve a horse, though im later yesrs he did possess
&8 ear, Indeed, in early days wamy of the wesds thyeugk the eommtry wors not
designed for 2 cawp, Fregquontly we would see him sat out &t mightfall on &

long jouzmoy into the beok soumtyys he wight not return undil the next day,

When the snow was heevy he sumotimon Leok a toom and criver. Heo made his ¢alls
if hemanly peseibie te de vo, He was so uncssmrisg through 4% all and 4% wss
often told that wany weze the sorvices he rowiesed for which he rreasnted ko

¥ill. He made 13t¢le of his achieovemsnis, Fo was sdored by young and ¢ld,

O, S=lloy belonged to the Methoddst Church, vhieh I wag swaving, but I ravely
zaw his at church, In osvlier tdmes he had citsnded church regalagly and gang
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in the choly, Bmd with ¢the Fremch folk it was the sustem to attend on

carly mess und afier mess have rreseriptions yenowed snd any medical troatuent
attonded to. The dogkor hed been salled owt of dhurch so eftem thet he had to
digzontinne atiending morming servise in thedr Lavoup,

I anly hed to avall myself ef Dr, S=ilsy’'s sepvices ongs, One hob smmer 48y
I hed a bilious etteck, Hothing secmed o stop i, On comsniting the doeter,
he 014 @ %o go home ard take o good doss of castor all, Ko emomnt was
cpocified. I thougbt I was treaiing myssif generously by taldng two large
tablespacns full, Whem I told him eftevwazds he casually ramavhed, * Thres
would have bean botier®, but he left we 4o vopeat the dose o2 doablo it...

83 desired!

4s ho was 2 MeGiil studemt (meny pears befors my time) we frequently exchanged
colloge yarns on college axploits. Whem he wae at MeGill hiec home was in S5t
Lambert across the piwver and he often welked heme at right frem the smdvepaity,
At thet time Victeria Bridge was a eovered bridge, I remember him %telling we
that studemts, ret hems, {reguently dgnoped the walksmy on the bridge
and chose rethoy thés over the beidge on which %o mwelk,

Iz Rewden at that dime was another Selley famlly, De., Geecwge Smiley, the
votepinarian, I had much more contect with thiz famdly as they were active

in the church werk during my time as 2 stedent mimster, My wife and I had
frequent viedis fn thedr homo, Mrs, Sailey, who had bsen broughi up in the
Anglican Church and deaply loved the Epdagopel form of sexvice, always maive
tadred that she was et heazt an Angliean; nevertheRess she attended the Mathedist
Churgh with hor hasband and veised her two fins shildyen as Hethodiohks; laler
they became United Church mesbers. VWe have wany happy reuoilections of owr
s3gociation with then,

The Remilton femily ldved owtsidethe village 2 or 3 miles and i¥ was diffieuid
for Eunice te attemd svhool regulosly, As Mps, Bunb wes alems &m the Mange
tho four woek days T was away at eollege, it was erranged te have Emnice live
ir our house es company for Mes, Bumt, Oue intimate relotienship with Eunies
during this pericd bogam 2 friendship which coniinuos through the yeER S,

Anetheyr relatienchip which bogan vazy esvly in onr sojourn at Rawden, and has
econidnued through Bl yoars, was with Bessic Robingon, The Robinson family
bolonged to the Angliean congregation but comchow Quring the time of By Do
deecessor Bessie begea to play the orgen for owy Sunday Sehool and this continue
ed while wo were theme, Conpequently Bessie was o frequemt visiter at oud
Place and a wiliimg helper in the Sundsy Ssheol, This continued during our
two yoars at Rewion and feom thad day wnkdl this I do mot thimk a (heistmeg

has passed that we hawe not receives a gocoting from hew,

Cne afwﬁm%aadd:mgsmmﬂg to Rasdon was that of Mabel Hemdltom.

Er, Willsam Tuff, the groem, was a widowaw, Vhen hig wife d%ed he had wetained
the house in Mentvesl in which they hed been living and 12 was arsanged o
have the weddimg in hig hams, Hpo, Telf had e deg, He went axrcund end inspected
eeeh one on o arFivel and vhen T began %o vead the corezony, the 15ttle deg
ley dewn beside the groom and vemained thepe quietly as an inteyodted spestotor
of the proseadings,

I recell a visit of the Stephen family shen Rovald was beginning te grow uwp,
¥hen we bed worming prayers after beesifast sceetimes My, Stophen took a tumn
leading devetions, Remeld way have folt the talk aroend the tabls wadely img
end comsequantly he would bring the Rible %o me as & reminder that he was yeady
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to get away, On one occasion Ronald took the Bible to his father and Fraed
azgked him why he did not itske 1% to Unels Oscar. Ronald, atit abashed, replied,
"Wall, Uncle Oscar, Deccce.¥hat FOWooo.081l 1t,,..0%00 long," Roneld prsferred
shortoer family prayors!

The Tixst Chrlewmas Tree at Rewdon wak one we ilong vemsmbered, Some of the
childron were small, We had been with them six months now, and knew them
fairly well, Beatries had considerable maiecrial for a programme, The children
wore willing and with the help of one or two mothers and some of the oldar
girls, preparations were soon underway for a conceri., Sants Claus appssred

erd played his part well, He bade us all gocdebys but he was no sconer oud
the daor then ho turned round and came zight in again earrying a large clothos
begket with the help of ome of the men, They sat it down at my fest and called
Beatrice %o come up, With a neat litile speech we were informed that the
basket containsd the good wishaes of the Sunday School and congregation, 4nd
what o Christmas gift that was, There was 2 turkey and 2 or 3 dressed foul,
There wore sizable Dmasis of pork and deef, Others hadbrought canned goods
from the store of vegetables from the cellar, We were left speechless. it was
a fitting response {vom en appresistive people.

Livirg in country plecos at this itime, the matter of refrigeration was somew
times a problem, but at Rowdon wae weve fortansts in having an unussd well
avellable. It was very good drinking water, but since the village had installed
the pblic water works system the well was no longer im use ae z source of
drinking water, It was faldky deep, ciean and coversd over, Thus we werg able
to keep milk, buiter mad eggs there for scwe time withouwt spoiling. We hed
fixed a box on & pulley and were able te pull the goods vp and down by 8 winde
lags, This mede & very fime substitute for a refrigerator.

Lumbering in Quebec amd Ontaric developed thzough the early picmeexing stsge,
bui finally it was suwpovoeded by the pepor-making industry. Around Hawdon
and the country te the north there were still those who wers proficient hande
leors of the breadazas, perhaps the earliest method of making boards. Mr.
Willlem Sharp, 2 member of my congregation, was an expert in thism craft, It
was 3 thrill to watch him study = cedar tree, ostimate its pessibility and
then with deft strokes slice off a board of the propsr thickness, skiilfully
trimiing awey eny imperfections, There ars housss med barms still standing
to give testimony te his work. When I last visited Rawdon the golf club was
8till standing, a asymbol of his skill,

We did not hear so much sbout two langvages in those eaply days, English
settlers who tool hemes in predominately Franchespsaking sreas usually becams
conversant with the Frenmeh langusge and many of ths French were arnxious to
commundcaie with thedr Znglish nelghbours. S$till there were arsas where there
was little or no Pnglish spoken, I wecall & funerel T eonducted of an English~
citizen who had once owmed a farm a fow miles frem Rawdon, The family
5t111 held the farm and 1lived there part of the time. He was well lmown in ths
compunity elthough I had not met him, Whem he died the body was brought to
Rawdon for burlal, 48 was the custem at that time, the body rested in the home,
I went there to visi% the family awd found the RC undesteker had tho moom 211
draped im black elocth, When the Ffuneral proeecded to the church the next day,
there were ebout 40 horse-drawn vehieles, wmostly French neighbours ahowing
thelr respect, I spole in English and uy Iriend, the local dostor,
told me he sstimated that not more than haif & dezen persons thers would
know a word I spokel
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it secme that the custem of draping hemses in black was prevelant in English
chupches of that pevied, I remember roving to a new place snce and finding a
lexge roll of bluck c¢leth in one of the church eupboerds, which seme older
folk t0¥d me wae what had been used for fumexals shen thoy hed French undere
takayrs e de sorvies, In snother shurch a few years Ister they stiill obsorved
a #eiic of tho custom: ingtead of lsrge xolls of black cleth, theve was 2
black bow tecked on the church wall behind the spot whare I stosd to preach.

43 we always enjoyed goed reluilons with onr Froneh meighbouys, T usvally
atrended RC funovals in the village wheve T vesided. 1 frequenily visited =
hema im the eveming where 8 wake was heing held though T #d not madntadn the
manight vigll, but returned home aftor payinmg fitilng respest te the family
of tha hegsaved,

Though our Rawden asseclations are iurgely of the distont past snd most of
those we kuow oo well ave gome, @e sUill heye & highlyecherished momorial of
that period im our Jife ia two pictiwes of Hauden shat hang in a prewinent
place inour living reom where they sze in ovidence every gday of our lives,
Thase are snaps, opesech of Darwin falls and Kasen Fslls, token by a Montredl
friend, Foltcher Edwards, and enlaczed 10225, We groatly chesish them fox the
lovely secmes they poritray bul mope fow the memovies thoy being back %o us
of a poople whe meant so mush %o us,

CHAPTER XY
FRAWKLIK CENTRE

If anyone should mention my name zrvound |ranklin Cemire now, no doubt somcons
wouid say, "Ch, is that ¢the minister wliu had se wuch illnezs hared!

I will always remember 1923 as the year = spent almost Smonths in bed, Baxrly
in my texm at Franklie I became cemsciens of an inadequacy in my systsms a
feeling of apathy, a tiredmess that I curld not deseribe. T could only ecmplain
to ths doetor about imdigestion: hs vupeutedly gave me a Lenie and by the time
it wag finished its effeets veased. This continued for some time and then the
doctor went south for the winter holiday and we decided to consuit another
docter in a nearby town, This doc‘or feund that my blood count was low and
bogan his investigation from this point of views he ceon found that T had
pernicisus enemia., My condition 1ad reached 2 poini where mmmediate inproves
ment was not to ba expected awd ¢ visit ho the hospital was advised, Arvenge
ments for ny adwission ¢e the Riyal Victoria Hospital in Montresl were mede,

I reccived 6 or 7 bleod Yrensfuiions but with the conditicn of my bleod even
those transfusions did naot acy ‘aveurably and ne improvement was noted. A%

that time liver treatmenys for enemia had proved suceossful in a number of cases
and this trealment wag given tuv me, Iis use seemed to show satisfactory Yes
sults, Thue beef Ilver and T loined forces and worked in close zooperatiicn

for many months snd crobinued lhwough suceeeding yeurs. After 3 months in
hospdtal T was dischreged and vent to wy wife's hune in Harrowswith Fer the
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cemtinued i1lness I had bean foresd o give up the work at Franklin end allow
my place to be taken by another as | knww nwthow long the illness might cenw
tinue, At this time wy blood cownt, whieh ehould have contelned 5 million
rodl cslls per t.c., was at 13 willion per c.c¢. which dectors clalmed uas the
lewest point i1t could zeech with any hope of vegalning a normal comdirion,
One doctor estimated my life expectancy al 5 yoeaws,

Franklin Centre was my first pastorate, It was also my shortest term anye
vhore, While the records may show me the mindster there for 2 years., gquite
a8 bit of that time was given to substitutea taking my place.

Franklin Centre- centre of wvhat was often asked. Loeated in Huntingdon
County, Buebec, it wae a mere crogsrcad,The ceunty was 2 strip about 1C nmiles
wide running along the boundary of New York Stote from the St, lawrsncs River
east for about 30 miles, It was mostly rural with very good farming land,
The charge consisted of Franklin, Covey Hill and Renmiss. T did not get to
knew the psople well for, owing to my illness, I was unable to wisit many of
tham in their homes, Nevertheless some ploassnt memoriss linger of my so-
Journ thoers,

One adventure comes to mind in relation to CoveyHill, It waes wintertime and
ve wore returning home fssm the aftermeon service, Theve was congidersble
sncy but travel wesnol dirficult, We were driving a hovrse and riding in the
cutter, At the time we were on a slppe and sliowinmg the horse to take hay
uay steadily, A gust of wind came up and disturbed 2 pisce ofpaper stuck in
the snow., The peper rlistled end the lovse end flutteved amd stertled the howsa,
The poor animal, not usually nerveus, at the sudden ratile of the paper shled
s&dewygsi The cutier was in a deep rut el 1t turnmed on its slde; my wife and
I rolled iout inte the snowbark, The lurch the hovse gawe broke a slrap on
the bridle wherse 1% Joined the tit, and as I hung onte the lines and the horse
bolted forward, the bridle pulled over the hosre's headand sway wemt the
anizzll I had the lines end pari of the bridle; the horse was awsy dowvn the
hill with part of the harngss and the cutter, Fertunately when the cutier
tipped we were thrown free and were mot pulled along with the rumaway horss.
Some men at the botiom of the hill were able te gtop the horse so liittle
damage was done that could no? be ropaired to 8lluw us to drive ocurselves
home, But this inclident occurred later in the story, I shall firsi have to
introduce you to Dalay,

Franklin was not only our first charge in the ministry, it was the only place
vwhere we used & horss, We purchased Daisy from one of our parishioners, She
was'Bbout 4 years old and hed not been drivem much ang mostlyin doubls, but
she was quiet and we had no trouble in dyriving her single except that she had
never besn tavght to back up, This was & bit of a problem, especiaily as on
many of my calls she wes driven into & shed and thers was noway Yo get her oub
except to back upeor unhiteh, which I somelimes had to do. Put we found, ons
day, a very undaerstanding horsemen who taught Daisy what BACK UP meant; she
proved a very apt scholar and gavoe no further trovble in that direetien, I
had never had an untrained horse before, and took their sducation pretty much
for granted.

Beatrice proved wery good at handling a horse, She had been brought up cna

farm and hed ridden and handled horses; ehe had opportunity to bring her aptitude
and imoulsdge into practice at Franklim while I spent s8¢ many hours on wmy back
feeling useloss. At Frenklin we were 9 miles from the reilwey station and when



32

my illness made it neesesary o geswre o tusent fyem coliege in Hontrealg
Beatrice had to Mtch Datey and dyive 9 wiles 4n the bugzy to meet him ans
drive him the 9 miles back %o the station on Mondpy morning, besides smter-
taining him 2t heme and often taking him to the 3 churches on Sunday,I
semetlmes wonder hew she did it, but she socmed actrally to thrive em it and
anjoy it. I guess I was in that Indifferent state ai the time and did not
wealize what an undestaking it was Por her, She got to know Daisy well and
u3s able to make her understand thet the big noisy stesm engine roaving inte
the station had no maliclens intent on & mere herse. Though she wesponded
vory well to cajoling words from the driver, Daisy never loarned o appreciats
the big nomster and was always glad to heoad back to 4the sountey,

Living in aun sge of changing situations, we at Franklin were affected by the
chenge in fumeral proceduye, The days of the horss-drawn hearse wepe baing
displacéd by the moter hearse. We, of the horse and buggy deys when funerals
moved at 2 horse's walkink pece, were at first ghocked to see motor wvehiclos
rughing along st 25 miles an howr in a solemn funeral precession, It did not
seem respontful te cur bslowed departed. In time of course the speed mania
uon the day, but Daisy and I belonged to the old scheol,

There was a desth in my Rensie appoiniment congregaticn. On ke appoinied
day Daisy and I dreve %c the hame whers the lato departed resisd in waiting
fer a %emile journey from the howss where scme prayers wers said te the
church, To our amasement this pare of the country had moved ent of the horse

top 4t all, the wndertaker appeardd in a motor hearse! Ho heped” the horss
would not walk teo slewly. Fortunately Deisy had a long strddo and weg quick

in movement, Bsatrice bad volunteared to drive, and beirg well wsed to handling
Daisy. with very 1itile urging our vehicle headed the Poceossion at e modozats
gait that spared mostef those follewring the fear they had anticipated of dvéving
the entire distance 4n Yow gesar,

It was enly 2 short tive before T had to do service at ansthor feneral in the
same community and this time I rssolved te bring funeral processions up to
date and left Daisy at home, I erranged with one of By parishioners te drive
me ard was ail ready te lead the processicn in a brand new 3910 Ford, EBut
vhere was the underiaker with his motor hearss? It was half an sour past the
time he wae supposed to be giving mo the signai te bogin the processien to the
church, hore was ne phone in the farm house, We waited ancther half hour
and prosently s car dpove up to tell us the mndefitaker's hoarss hed besn dige
abled and he had to semd o Huntingden for & tecam of horses and a horsgs
drawn vehicle. There wero those who felt the day of the horse was not altce

CBAPTER XIIT
RECUPERATING AT RAWDOW

Leavirg the Royal Victorie Hospital in 1925, I was without o Pastoral charge,
and wy commission was to regaln my health, The doctors had done their part.
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The rast was up to we, Wy comaim, lebor Pl 00 'm %o Farrowsmith, Ontarie,
where we wers to stay for a Uime wilh Paulslca’s parents, Until ay strengtih
wag built up there was so little I could doo and this was the hard pari: it
was such a feeling of inadeguacy mnd uselessness, We ware invited te spend

2 week or tue with coungin Henry Bunt and his family. A% another time we sp=nt
a pericd with Beatrice's sister and her family. Hsre great interest was shown
Uy Beatried and jargaret in our baby girl, Thls was a splendid opporiuni ity

0 learn to know this family which was to play such a large part in cur life
in later years,

" ppent much time lying ocutdoors om a sofa, Now the lansly walks found a naw
inspiratlon in wheeling a baby carriage and entertaining the precious daughier,
‘he was a chseriul companion and tending the baby, far from being a chors,

vag @ real stimulant,

¥o spent the summer in the nerth: four months visiting at wy father’s houss in
horthozrn Ontario, Horse was an opportunity for wy parvents $o meel ths nsw
grandehild, It was a refireshing summer in ths outdesrs picking bluebsrries
avl clover bleasoms whieh abounded so plentifully in that nev countyy., Wa had
loarned thal elover blessoms are rich in iren, ¥ had bsen given & diet with
Torge quantitiss of iron 8o we made ¢lovar tea by plueking the blessoms, dry-
ing them in the sun and stesping them, I consumed large quantities of clover
in this fashion and found this brand of tea guite palatable afier a time. For
Eiveral summers afisr we took & holiday in the Norih and gathsred red clover
0EBORE,

{ regained my health that summer and 2 feeling of renswel brough a desire for
comething more eonstruetive, The deeltors did not advise a relurn to an astive
prastorate, bul vhen we learned thal Rawdon, whore I had spent 2 years ssrving
et & studen’,was beooming vacant, T made application fop s raturn Bhere.We
loarned that our return would be accepfabls {o the congregstion., It was a onue
ciiteeh charge: the work was not too diffiecult &0 we returned to Rawdoa te
raeain for 5 years, This gave me an opportunity to build wp my censtitution
which held through sur winisteriel life until relirement without further sete
back,

During the yeats we were at Rawdon blaskbarries weres in plentiiuvl supply in
widammer, Soms psople calicd them thimbleberries, They were larger than a
rag;berry and the seeds were harder, especially when cooked, They wsre a fine
ireat, raw with zream and sugar. Wo nssd %o count on them for fresh frudd, Our
iriends, Fred and Dieca Stephen, of'ten made a point of coming for a visit during
blackbsery time,

There was elwuays a bear stery at berry %ime: someone saw a bear in the vieinity
of {he berry patch, Perhaps somes fasmers had caroless visiters who vrampled
thoughtlessly through fields and cccasisnally invented such tales; perbaps
onee in a while a bear did stray that way but we nover had such an adveniure,
But I do remember one surmer wmeeling Mr., Parkinscen as we passed., Weo asked hew
the berries were. He seid he gusssed the berriss were alvight if the bsar
nasn’t around, At that moment there were two ladies relurning who said

they heard a noise in the bushes, They hadn't seen 4t, but it sounded like

a bear, We continned up the hill to the berry pateh amd neticed soms cous
1lying on the ground chewing their cud. As we passed we heard one glve a grunt
which might very easlly have been taken for & bear by angpone whese negves
were edgy thinking of bears. We continuved to pick bears until we filled eur
pails and enjoyed btlackberries for supper in the thought that bears dicdn’t
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Buring this second pericd wo could witness Rawdon changing from a boardings
house village to a village of more privaie homes; insisad of summer boarders
coning for 2 fwo=-wesk pariocd and going back to the city, now merspeoplevere
building their own bungalces and staying for the summer; some with heuses

came for weekends all summor, starting early and comtinuing until fall, Hew
the swimming beach was becoming more of an attraction for the beardeys; golf
attracted others and later skiing brought teurists and Rawdon became establishe
ed not only as & summer resort, but as a year-round zttractien for the oui-
door enthusiasts whoss namise is leglon,

CHAPTER XIV
BIRCRTON

Birchton is preity well in the cenire of the Fastern Townshlps, which are 13
ceunties to the scuth of the 3t. Lawrence eoxtending te the States of Verment
and Hew Hampskire, It was seddled Jargeiy by the English, including wmany UE
Loyalisis. It is rolling couatry and has many beauty speis, I spent 7 years
at Birchton, a thres-point charge of Birchton, Hulwer and Eaton Corner. It

is guits a compact arsa: only 3 miles foom Birchion to each of the other peints.
I always felt thet I spent some of the most rewarding years of my ministryy
here. It was strictly a farming community and excelled in maple sugar.

The (Mothodists) United Church and Anglicans sesmed the stronger Protestant
bedies theugh Presbyterians and Baptists had good representation im certain
areas., I began my pastorale at Birchton after recuperating 5 years on a smallor
charge and was mel suve how mueh I could take working a 3-point charge. The
poeple were exiremely co<operative and I found the work stimulating and had ne
sbt back, AU Birchlon and Bulwer many of the ehildren were in their early
teons and had been in Scouts and Girl Guide groups. Sonme were rather young
for a Young People’s Group but the isadership available ssemed more inelined
towards Young People®s Programmes and two groups were started, We had a busy
saven yoars enjoyimg these two groups through their teens and into young
pesple beginning their own homes,

That it was not all in vain came to me very forcibly at the time of cur

Goelden Wedding Anniversary when we recelved many messages of appreciation and
geod wiches; so many of them came from this group telling of thelr own families
and recalling past assoziations,

The thres eongregations treated us royally and we had a happy time through the
seven years, I met the lay reprssentative, Mr. 4.E,Bridgstie, at Conforence
prior to going there amd he asked if we wors interested in gardenming, Cur
predecossor had moi done any during his thres ysars theore, bubt vhenm it was
dearned that we always had a garden Kr. Bridgoite avranged to heve a garden

lot at Birchton snd even planted potatoss end some common vegetables se that wo
bad some of our own the first year, Then st Thanksgiving ths churches were
lavishly decorated with fruits of harvest and frem the 3 churches that day

%o carried home such a shower of vwegetablos that our callar was well stocled
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for the winter. We bought fow potatess while ‘hers, end such things as turnips
and cabbeges which farmers had 4in ebundance were freguently shared with us,
Though tho financial support was sometimes below the minimum lowel, we wers
riehly blessed with such things as they had to glve,

I mentioned ithat this was good maple sugar couatry, Thors was 2 local custem
of having infoxmal gatherings in the woodt at sugdming time, When the sap was
gathered and brought to the boiling point, and the syrup was ready %o bs taken
off, the neighbours were swmoned to ghare in the freshly boiled syrup, This
summoning of the neighbours was called “hollering" harking back to the eld
days before the teleophone when the mam in the sugary hollered o his naighbour
announcing that the syrup was ready, 'mne neighbeur hollared to ths next

as far as the call could be extended cad all nearby wonld come to the bush,
each carrying a littlo wooden paddle nbout 628 inches, baving a hamdle, and
another paddle abont 2 inthes sguare, The larger paddlo was dipped im thé
syrup keltle, now cooling. The paddle gathored whatever syrup adhered %o it
and the indlvidual, with the smaller paddle in the other hand, scooped 2
quantity eoff the larger paddle and Ticled the syrup off the smaller paddle,
continuing thus whiie there was any yrup left on the larger paddle. This was
most deliciona, The gathering woull stay and visit for am rour or se amd then
go heme leaving the sugar peopls tn continue their work.In later years the
tolophone took the place of hellering.

CHAFMER XV
FORT COULGHE)

Fort Cenlemge, north of the Oticra River and abont 80 wiles west of Cttaua,
w36 in Pontiac County, The cha:pe included a ehureh al Davideon Mills and
Waltham, some fifteen miles fariler west., The area had been 2 lumbering region
but the iimber had pretiy well iwnishsd and lumberinmg wai on the way oul whamn
e errived, but there was 5till rome traffic with ths canps and clearing off
the smaller sseond growth timbe:. Thore was alse the deselopmeni of power
pPlants, The comaunlty was thres.quarters Mrench,

There had been a Methodist Church at Fort Coulonge ucme yeurs previonsly,

mt with diminishing numbers and e changing population this chureh had eleosed
and remained umueed for 2 time, The Piesbyterians hal a eauss there,hec, and
it prospored fimancially through endowmwitis from the Biysens, 2 large lmbering
campany. After the decline in |umberim; and the depariure of many of i1ts
staunch supporters, the congregation dwirdled, At the Zime of Church Union
the Erysen family held anti.union viaws tn€ wen the voic to retaim tho chureh
in the Presbyterisn cause, There were come who favoured a United Church and
thess left tho Presbylerian Church and wlth what oldetive Mothedists still

z:aaimd,, opencd the old Methodlst Chure? and began tchald United Churech servicos
8F0,

This was the situation I stepped into %2 1939. The eaigrogetion was not Jlarge
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bul; 1 bad a very loyal group. By this tims » nimber of older membars had passed
on and others had meved to Ottawa, Whatever amimesity had flared up at the tdme
of Unicn had died down and theve was & very goed feeling among ths psople

of the two congregatiens, Thers were realiy only encugh psopls for onme conge
rogation, tatthe UC felks were as determined zs the PC %o kewp geing and cone
tinued wmorning end ovenisg services in both churehes. I had the two other
appointmonts 10 waintsin. which meant that I preached sorning and evening atb
fort Coulonge and drove twelve milss in the afterncon, preaching in twe diff.
orant congveyatiens, EBash congregation had held a weekly prayer mesting, Thisg
ras carried on twe years while I was there, then there wes a change in pastorate
in 1he PC sl we agreed lo cooperats in the teakly prayer meeling and mads it
mors of a Biole Study Group., UWith thres smail eongregations fhe pasteral

vie tetion vas not extensive: twe sormons and a prayer weeting woekly te pre=
pas> for mole for more tims in the study, Inm winter one of the afternoon sonw
gragatieny could only be reached by train, se a week-night evening service was
noid thers, the mindster staying overnight in some home,

As the erheel in Fort Coulonge was cnly up ¢n Grade 9, mydaughter had to
travol ¢ the train 30 wiles dadly %o Shawviile: we sent her to Woniveal for
Senivp Yatrievlatien,

Hest ef my provioms pastori.te had been in Englishemajority places, but Coulonge
was Vs ec~lourthe Fremch, There was a renarkably fine spirdt of eosmunity
inte:i st between the two rultures, This seemsd to stem in large measuyre from

8 %in spivit in the fleli of sports. Threr were a wuzbsy of vexry good players
of rsh race in both hockey and bassbally the way thoy played Segether in
bayiony was worthy of ceymendation end the spirit of both at games was remarke
ab1: in the way the fany turned sut to encourage beth sidos, ,

Tough the Sundsy woxk vag a tat beavy, the pastoral worl was not burdened with

dganizavional getivitios and 5% yeavs in thed Flonesr area was an enjeyabie
iiparience feor us,

CRAPTER ZV1
GATINEAD

1 moved to Gatinesu om Jan, 5, 1945, I do not recomand winter as a suitabile
tlwe for cshanging pastorates! AT the Ottawn Presbetry, November aseting, I
lsarned that Rev, 7.W, Bird was vacating the shargeand I bogan negotiating for
i, Rev, Bird is rewembered for hismore than pading passing intorest in pen-
slons, I think et every mesting of the Ottawa Bresbytery I attended, no
matier what the subject under diseussion, he putin a plug for better pension
security for ministers., {It was shortly afisr he left Gatineau that tha drive

was undertaken by the laymen for five millien dollars te pot UC nensiens on 2
stable basis,)

Gatinesu chavge was a thres-poini manistry, It had Lormerly bsom called Bast
Templeton Charge. Fast Templaton had been Presbyterian but joined ithe UC with
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West Templeton, a Former Methedist Church, Galineau cangrsgation starfed whan
the Tnternaiional Paper Company began nearby operations in 1928, I¢ was

bern & UC child, With the twe Templetons it was joined to become Gatlneaun
Charge. The manse was al Bast Templeton where I lived for 13} years, It

was not in Gatinoan County; 3t was not on the Catineau River; iv was no% in the
famous Gatineau Hills! I?% was lecated on the Gttuua Rivewm, just oppesite the
cast snd of the Capital City,

¥y pasiorate in Gaitineau was very different from any othsr of my pastorates.
Gatineau began as a company town. Tho CIP, who first built the mill, bwilt
hougss fortheir first employses. The site covered twe or three fayms. By the
vime I began my work there, im addition to the large Papsr Mill, there had been
added a Hasonite Mill, a Plywoed Mill snda Comsercial Alechel Plant, The

twon liself had 1little more than 3000 residents bul from evary farm afteund the
mill and from Hull and Ottawa eame the workers; by the time I lefi, Gatineaw
bad grown to more than 20,000, This is where my work largely lay: deor-
knseking .

The township oversight was displaced by town erganisation: streets were added
and wator and sewage plants installed and tho boom was en, The church in a
warehonse had been replaced by a now one and its members were growing., T
recedved valued help frem the wmill Perscanel Department in lucating new
familiss, At the beginning the wmen who had been brought to organize the Peper
Bill were expsrioneed men who had worked in othsre plants for the cempany,
There wers some from Scotland,USA and Ontario, Many of them were enginesrs,
Not all, of course, were church pcople bui there were indesd a goedly mmber
and these men or the Board wera a splendid group of workers, At first there
was a little difficulty on the Official Board as members of the Board from the
other two churches were mostly farmers, ned their business precesdings weve not
Frogressive, but things worked out very well.

(n eariier charges I hed not takem much part in Presbetiry matiers, but here I
hed men whe would take time to attend Presbetry as repreosentatives from the
church, I had one terms as Chalrman and sattended (enersel Council cnce, The

year I was Chairman of Presbetry I represented the chuwch at the iseth
Ammiversary of the City of Ottawa and sttended the Banquet whers Quesn Fiisabeth
wae the guest of hemour, I was presented to the Quesn by that notable mayer

of Ottawa, Chardote Whittoun,

I was never in favour of long pastorates, I had bean at Hatineau for ten

years and, altheugh I could sense nothing to indieate my presence was not welcome,
rather than wear out my waleeme, 1 tovk a trip te Ontaric te visit a friend and
called on twe or threeplaces T kncw were seeking pastoral change, I made arraengee
ments with cne to preach en a Sunday, It was 50 miles awey, Next day a
delegation from my Board called te know why I wnated te make a change, I

didn’t have a good resson! I Pemained there another two yesrs. Come 70, I

::g;n g negotiate with Dr, Tuttle for a cotiage at Albright “ardens and struck
ucky.,
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HAPTER XVIX
RETIRENENT

Seme friends had advised me during wy later yoars in the minisiry not io defer
retirenent until I was cempelled to give up an account of rapidly failing
health, The retivemeni age for winmisters had steed at 68 for ysavs, Ro-
covaring from a lengthy illness in widelife, I had enjoyed a measure of vory
good hsalth through succeeding ysars. At 68, however, the winters wers demand-
ing more energy and at 69 a rather sovers cold seemed to last too long, se I
gave up the pastorate work indjuly of 1958, just beioze ny 70th birthday,

Thus I was able %o step out before a serions setback and through the happy
yeabs of retirement thati followed, I so often gave thanks te the kKindly sugge
estdon of friends nobto hold en too long.

What to do now? Older retirecs offered many suggestions, Poy ministers,
gardening secmed a favourite hobby. Of gourse, sany chese furthsr stwdy, o
reading books thay hed wished Ghey hed {ime to road for years, I cortainly
had a lengthy list of sueh, But 1 felt the need of outdoor activity, relief
from mental strain, Througheut wmy mirmdetry I had kept a vegatablo gerden
and found it profitable as = supplement to a platry salary and also as a
physiesl agtivity, HNew with a msdest ponsien available for bodily susten-
angs, 1 chose the Super Market in praforence to the back yard gardsn, 3tiil1
thexs sermed inherent in me a tendency %o dabblo with the sold. I Yiks te
eee things grew, or perheps wore speeifieally, I 1ike to wake things grow,

Sow at vetirement withime, any particular plan or arrangemsnt I zoemed to
drift te the outeids activity while Beatrice was currying on inside, With

8 virgin plece of land, mostly subgeil, I spemt most of the fivet summer at
Albright Gardens gelting my exerciss with the long handled shovel; we bacame
inseparabls eompanions threugh suceeeding years,

I did net knew & great deal about flowers buh in ay gardening experience
through the years I had learned much about growing things nad how so much
dependad upen the nature of the soll amd its culture even befors anything
wss planted, I studied seed catslogues add gardoning coluany in magaginas,
and I listened te radio broadrasis, 1 boceme mere interedted in how to plant
things than in what to gFw, Part of the hillside bshind tho house was bush
wold frem fallen and daecayed leavos, I lesrned from regding how waluable
this was as a2 souzes of plant developzant and gathered wheolbarrew losds
which I dug into the Very poer soil, This did not preduce a magic agrden ovare
rdght, but from it I developed & compost eap and year after yoar saved all
the fallen lsavesz I could gather and added a)] vegetable matter from the
Idtchen garbags, 1 found this, with s little camercial fartilizer, splendid
and by adding te the compest each year, and watering it well, 7 had the whera-
Wtheall fer groulng things, For whatever pralsesworthy comments ny garden
gzic:imn I think most of it was due to diligence which I gave to the seil
ure,

enca, Whether you are all for the lovely rose or a fay common annuals, good
2edl preparation will give you hhe bost satisfactien, 1 started with 6 reses
amd purchased goed plants of named varities, I haed thess for conversation
ploces, Everyone iikes Lo sec and talk about roses. It's always lovely to
have the cariy spring tupips and daffexdiils, I trleq te have swme flowers in
blosm through every month, There was always semething in sesson, So many
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have little to show after bhe spring diaplay. While many invariably woulé choose
the earliest variety of whatever type of flower they setlled on, T often found
that later varieties of the same thing were hardier plants,

In my early gardening experience I found my flower garden had~bacomg guite

a mixture of this and that, largely because my friends offered surpius plants
from their gardens which I naturally accepted so my garden was guite a riot

of colour and variely with annuals and perennials, but without any slbheme or
system of arrangement, Experience becomes a great teacher, In my later years

I found myself planting less and less annuals that required planting and .
harvesting every season and putting in their place the mork permenent perenndals
and shrub type.

Threughout the years I had been growing a few chrysanthemums and expsrimcnte
ing with various varieties, getting wmore and more each ysar, They became my
favourite flower, There were still scme annuals for a splash of sunmer colour:
meanwhile the mums were developing and at the end when most gardens hed
finished their flower display I had a riot of fall colour,

Through 14 years of retirement I had a delightful time as my own boss, doing
what I pleased.,..in the garden!

CHAPTER XVIII
TRAVEL

While gardening played a significant role in solving the problem of what to

do in retivement, there wers other avenues to be considered, I was stiil able

to drive my ear and continued to do so until past my 84th birthday. T seirved
Very well as a means of getting around to visit family and friends, ard in taks
ing up residence in the Niagara Peninsule there were plenty of interesting

Places to visitas we-had lived so long in Quebec, We were now within casy
travelling distance of many of our family on both sides of the house; many

. came to see us who had never visited us before! We folt like straying further
afield so we took a 2l.dayf trip to Western Canada, We joined a tomr which
travelled partly by boat and partly by train, The boat trip was across Lake
Superior, both going and returning frem the West, This was a most delightful
part of the tour, We found the whole trip most relaxing as siopeovers for a
day or two along the way had been arranged, From Toronto to winnlpsg we
travelled CPR, Then from Winnipeg we took the CNR to Jaspar ard spent two
delightful days at Jasper Lodge, nad took a bus trip through the mountains,
We went through to Victoria B.C, and toured that eity; a visit to the famous
Butchart Gardens ended the westward staga,

On the eastward journey we stopped at Banf? Springs Hotel where we stayed for

3 days. Atour through the mountains and a visit to Lake Loulse were highlights
of this part,

Another tripwas aptly entitled %4 Trip to Remember", It was arranged by
Simpson’s of Toronto, Beginning at Toronto we flew to Nassau in the Bahamas,
After a delightful weekend there we boarded a P and O Liner for a sail fthrough
the Panama Canal and up the Pacific Coast to Vancouver,
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On this trip, which covered 3 weeks of travel, we spent 2 wseks on ship

board, The month was April so the 80° temperature across the Carribean was
not humid, The Panama section was an all.day sail: part of the group chose
to disembark end tske a moter coach, boarding the ship again in the evening,

Having lived for a time in the Niagara region, we were familiar with the Welland
Ship Canal and the opsration of the lake and ocean travel through this canal,
with its series of locks arranged like steps up or down according to the rise
or fall of the river level, There is a differonce of about 600 feet between
sea level near Quebec City and the level of Lake Superior, thus by a serles

of locks the ships are able to owsrcome the river's rise, The Panama Canal,
however, poses a different problem. Kere the level of Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans are about the same, but there is a hump betwsen, A lake was formed in
the middle and 2 series of locks allowed ships to rise to the lake level,

sall scross the lake at this slevated height and with a series of locks at the
opposite and of the lake, descend to the other oecsan, thus erossing the isthmus
and avoiding the long sail arcund the southern end of America, Our ship made
the trip through the Canal betwesn 6 a,m, and 9 Pot, S0 wWe were able to enjoy
the canal by daylight an a sunny April day,

For the most part, the trip up the Pacific eoast was without stormy seas, We
stoppéd at Acupcleca, Mexico and San Francisco and Los Angeles, arriving in *°
Vancouver on May lst to visit our cousin Bemzy and his wife, Irene, We

were accompanied on this trip by Henry end Edna Bunt.



THE LAST WORD

The LAST WORB must be for the ohe who often had the last word,  However, ours
was not a life of controversy but of harmony. The statistical reeord will
roveal that Osecar Bunt and Beatrice Cowdy were united in marriage June 28,
1921, Butl we were keeping company for ten years before that, We both arrived
in Montreal in the summer of 1911, Coming from different parts of Ontario, ‘
we each found a church home in St James Methodist Church and became engaged

in young people’s work and Sunday School work and under these ausplices we met
and associated together amd without any significant incident came to undere
stand one another and at length agreed that we were meant for one another,
Thus through my preparation for the ministry, my college days, three years of
war separation we shared our love, I received special ordination before
completing my college wark and we had two yeare married life while serving on
a student field, The illness I experienced in my second year after graduation
with the long and slow recovery were hard years for a bride to endure, But
the arrival of the baby girl seemed to bring hope and promise of brighter days,
The years of our ministry were happy years through a busy life, Following were
fourteen years of retirement at Albright Gardens in our cottage where we
celebrated our 50th wedding day, a most joyous occasion, Undertaking the
writing of this account of my life story could not have been accomplished
without the valued help Beatrice gave me; in all that I have done she has been
my stalwart and unfailing support. We have had a happy life together,



MY MINISTRY

A young friend, lmowing I was engaged in writing memories of earlier days,

asked me onee if I had written the part about being a minister, I said, "That's
what it’s all about. My whole life was oy ministry., I am telling about the
things I did as a winister”, She said, " How did you come to be a minis.er?

You did other things like warking in a store, and working for the rail oradgn How
did you becume a minister??" There seemed to be in her mind a remembrance of
things she had read about ministers whe had undergone remarkable expericnces

in conversiocn or received a special calls Paul on the Damascus Road; Moscs ad
the burning bush: Isiiah?s vision, There were, however, a multitude of others
who answered the call of Ged to ecome oul and be separate: those whose OXPOY ~
iences were far from spectacular; who were, indeed, very humble and commone
Place in their beginnings and throughout their carser in Christian service,

For myself, there wers no visionss; no spectacvlar manbfestations, Any changes
taking place came in the form of growth, evolvong from one state of mind or
thought to another toward s better or higher, I rscall that my first senee of
God was when I busied myself scattering some straw on the ground to feed the
birdss I asked my mother if God Liked me to do that, I was putting into action
the words of a song I had learned a% Sunday School about feeding the birds, We
were living in Morse, Saskatechewan, at the time, It was about the same time thst
the colporteur gave me 2 Bible and T remember trying to read it with the help
of my father, Whatever additional early religious impressions were made on

my mind were interrupted by the illness that overtook my mother shortly after
this,

My father seems to have bsen led, or shall we say Pivinely guided, tp accuainte
anceship with a lovely Christian lady whoe 3 years later became our new mother,
She was indedd 2 brave lady to undertake the upbringing of two lust and untamed!
boys, strangers to one another for we had been separated for over 3 years, She
was but 25 at the time, only 14 years wny senior,

The winter of 1901 employment had to be taken where employment waa to be found
and father, like so many others in a lumbering town, founs employment in the
lumber camps, It was s considerable distance from home and we did not see hin
for 4 or 5 months, The Sunday School lessons that year were from the Journeys

of St Paul: my brother and I went over the lessons at home before going to Sunday
School, Geography was always a strong point with me adn T plunged into traeing
Paultsg Joumneys with my mother every week, Whatever of Paullg neaage or theology
rubbed off during that course must have bean considerable for some years later

in my ministry I noticed that up to that point I had preached considerably

more sermons from Paulls Epistles than from the Gospels! Tt nay also have had
something te do with the fact that I chose in my theologiwal course 2 or 3 of
Pauls Episties fop in-depth study,

When Mz Mathewson, the Superintendent a2t St James suggested that I teacha
Junior BoysSunday School Class I said that I did not know much about teaching,
He said there was a Teacher Training Class conmencing at the YMCA, an intor.
dencminational group witha very fine lmader., He gave ne the brochure and
commended the project to ®e. Not having any substantial defence to offer, I
accepted the folder and made further engquiries; I soon found myself involved
in the class of a dozen or more with the same end in wview, T began studying
the names of the books of the Bible with suggestions offered of easy ways of
grasping the order, The various methods suggested for tackling seripture
bpassages and opening them up for presentation to a class were new to me and
intriguing, T quickly bescame deeply involved in the course, pursued it to the

o'



end, and took the examination, It gave me a fine start in Sunday School teaching.
I proceededto apply my new learning on a class of boys, Scmetime later I

met the asslstant minister, Rev., Clark Reilly. He said, "Hey! I didnlt

know you were the best Sunday School teacher in Montreal? T said I had not
heard that one myself? He replied, "I saw your name at the top «f a class 1ist

of those who took Sunday School training at the YMCA.! I assured him that I

had received my cortificate, but without comment., Through the years I

received many top awards that wag.o..! In my military experience, when a
fatigue party was called for some chore to be done, the corporal seemed to
consult his list and chose the first 3 or 4 names, Such is the pleasure of

lists arranged imalphabetical orderf}

Though my work in the ministry was more involved in preaching that in teaching
Sunday School classes, 1 found much bebefit in the application of teaching
netheds some years later in conducting Bible Clase groups at Boys Camp, Many
winisters will readily admit eht their experiences in Bible Class teaching played
an importawt part im their decision to step into or continue in the ministry,

Some decided for the ministry because of & family trend, In Seotland, through
a devout pexiod in the nationla life, it became an endeavour for evary home to
claim a winlster=w~perhaps there was some urging to keep up the record, In

my case there was no home urging, though thers was precedent: one of ny fatheris
brothers was a minister; I did not know it at the time, but learned later, that
my great grandfather had been converted under the preaching of John Wesley,

He was a Class Leader, as were some of his sons.

As far as any claims can be made for reasons for my becoming a minister, I

can only credit it to a sound Christian home training and the constant exposure
to Sunday School amd church, I can think of no definite moment or no decisive
act, other than an incident in ST James when Rev, Sperling, preaching to Young
People on commitment, pointed to a group of us in the gallery and said,” Some

of you young man in the gallery could very weel become winisters, You could,

Af you only tried.” It emy have been the arrow that hit the mark, From that pfi
point I took stsps that led to the ministry.

At the end of 39 years I cen say I enjoyed the work, There wers other
puBsuits I might have followed but none would have given me the full satise
faction I felt in adhering to the gospel call to preach the word, I found
preaching difficult, I was not an ept speaker. I had a nervous disposition .
Acquiring the necossary sducation involved close application to studies, but
diligence won the day, Preparing sermons became a pleasure add & satisfaction,
but standing up before the rongrogation was difficult, I never wholly got
over that shyness; it caused 2 restraint in spesking that I never entirely
overcame. I always felt it retarded my effectiveness as a ready speaker,
However, I regard it more as e drmwback that a failure. Perhaps it was a thorn
in the flesh sent to beffet me and goad we on,

Sometimes we used to think that the years through which we were passing were
lean years, giving little bayond the mere essentials and promising little

more in temporal things., But they were Years abounding in Blessing and rich
in & satisfaction that in not temporal.



MY FIGHT FOR LIFE

Hy allles ware liver mnd wife; the adversary, PERNICIOUS AENEMIA., Once
w{{ile relating wy oxparie!xgge with liver to a friend he said, "I would die if

I had to eat liver every day." My reply was, "I would have died if T hed notl"
It was in tho early days of the discovery that liver seemed to prove successful
in sombating the aenemic condition,

I had live’ a fairly norpal life through boyhood and young manhood, T had

left schocl on passing my entrance and worked 7 ysars as a telegraph operator
when I decided to enter the Christian winistry, At the end of my first year in
Arts at Mcgill University I had enlisted in the Canadian Army, serving 3 years

in Signals as a telegraph operator., 1In 1919 I returned to resume my studies at
college, graduating in Arts and Theology in 1921,

Then, ir the second year of wy service as a minister, I developed as illness
that scemed to sap my energy, leaving no visible marks, I seemed to have 1ittle
compla'nty... nothing mors than indigestion and a tired fesling. The doctor
preseribed a tonie, which helped as long as the tonic lasted. After a few une
successful repetitions of the same, my wife suggested hospital for an examination,,
The coctor changed the treatment, No better results. Then in the winter,

with the illness continuing, the doctor, himself feeling a need of rejuvination,
tooi off for a bresk 4n Florida, My wife, in desperation over the long delay,
and no improvement, called in a physician from a nearby town. He at once noted
my palor and lack of ecolor and began to check my blood, This he found to be

104 in count and my whole system in a rundown condition. Arrangements were made
fir my rewoval to the Royal Victoria Hospital in Montreal. Here I remained for
3 months undergoing various tests and treatments. I received 8 blood transe
fisions, but so poor was the condition of my blcod that the transfusions did not
react favourably, I am not acquainted with the naturs of the treatments to
vhich T was subjected, but I do know that after a number of these were tried,
finally the newly-discovered 1liver treatment was undertaken and at this

mwent a turning point was veached, I was given a diet of vegetables and foods
stecong in iron contente notably spinach in large guantities,

M. stomach was pupped and the contente analysed, My system was found to be
Licking in hydrochlorie acid, whose chemical action is necessary wlthin the

bidy so that food may be difested, It was found that food taken in déd not

dljest and lay in my stomach without contributing to flesh or bone, and as a
roult my blood was being poisoned, The doctors called it auvto=intexication,
se.f-poisoning. The red cells were diminished in number and irregular in shape,
This led to a break down in my physical condition to such an extent that it

tock Jong months to effect repalrs, However, once the cause was diagnosed and
proper treatment was given, T started to gain, It was now up to me to perservere,

In o oep talk given to me by the hospital intern it was explained that in

the :enemic cordition one's blood lacked retention: that is to say constant
care vas needed to kesp the blood up, once it regained its strength, One had
to kiop on feeding it to keep it up, Here began the endless struggle of liver

add : against the enemy, with my wife a close ally. I was committed to eating
thres to four pounds of liver a week,

At thht time liver was easlly available. The butchers sold little, Indeed, at
first ve found that frequently when animals were killed the liver and much of



THE FAMILY TREE

The Family Tree was & projeet vhich bagan in a small way, with ssemingly very
little to go on with, It however deweloped imte quite an undertaking and
eventually produced remarkable results, First there was tha inside cover of
Grandfather’s Bible. It revealed the names and b&rth dated of his family,

Hore uas material for a good start, There wers some cld lsthers referred io,
and later produced, These supplied the kind of Anforwation thaet any Genselegist
would surely treasure, Thus the Femily Treo grewe, It involved the writing of
nany letters, semetimes weiting lomg for a reply, However there was much help
pi'ovided which gave encoursgement %o the seceker and provided results beyemd
onpettations,

The Bunt family with whieh I am dealdng seems %0 have had its origin in Vesto
ern Cornwall, England , where there were a number of Bunt families inthe

carly 1700°s, The similarity in family names throughout succeséding generatiens
1s notieceable, particularly the name Petherick which can be traced through

five generations. Petherick was my gradafather®s name, It 13 net a commen
name elsewhere and its prominenece here attracted me and I followed that thread,

We, as a family of Bunts in Canada, are under deep cbligation to eur name-sake
Mry Eric F, Bunt in England for the invalvable zssistanece he has given in
helping us te lacate sarly Bunts in England whem we feel reasonably certain arve
our ancestors.Mr, Erie Bunt is a keen and ardent Geneologist whe has carvefully
researched wmany records in seeking his own ancestors who came from the same
generalarea in England from which our ancestors eame, While we cannot claim
any close relationship between the two families, we are happy to claim Erie

as a falthful friend and heveby express our sincere appreciation for his many
letiers and kindly suggestions that heve greatly aided our research,

It is tho hope of the present uriter that at least some of the other descendents
of Petherick Bunt's family will cndeavour %o build their own famlly tres,

based on the branech of the Tree from which they are descended,.Bsginning with
RICHARD BURT (1753-1838) followed by PETHERICK BUNT {1805-1881) they can

start their own family tres as I have done with the fanily of my father George
Bunt, the youngest sen of Petherick Bunt,

{ can claim RTICHARD BUNT as wy Great Grandfather asl possess mufficient
supporting ovidence to make that elaim, While Chureh and Parish Records show
three previous ganerations of Bunts that might conceiveably be ealimed as

Great Great Greats, I have no supporiing svidence of their identity and have built
By family tree on an accredited foundations I have followed the line fram
Richard Bunt through hils son Petherick, through my Ffather, the youngest sounc

of Pethesrick Bunt and Susan Curtice and myself Lemuel Oscar Bunt, the oldest

son of @George Bunt and through my daughtsr Elizabeth, with no heirs, Here this
line endsou But my father George Bunt married twice and from the second marriage
o Hannah “ane Brittain thers was cne daughter Sarah Ruxalene Bunt born

1603, By her marziage to Charles Catt there were children and this branch of the
family of George Bunt and Harnah Briitain will centinue under the name of Cati,



The Children of Potherick Bun

Samuel 1838-1923% Single
Henry Pstherick 1840-1884
William Munford 1841-1843
Mary Jane 1843-1902 m, Wiiliam Atkinson
Elisabath 1845-1915 m, G. Rainey
Susan 1846-1928 mn, George Shephard
Franels John 1848-1929 =. Rebeeca Roiten
Munford 18501897 m, MdMurvay
Wiiliam Curtice 1852-1918 m, Amna Gennings
Richard 1854-1923 m, Sarah Felles
Margeret 1856-1914 m, Thomas Gennings
Ann  1858-1936 m, Robert Bsard
George 1860- 193% m. Sarah Griffin

B, Hanneh Jane Brittain

THE FAMILY OF GEORGE BUNT

and Susan Curties,

Geerge Bunt first marrdage to Savsh Griffin (1867-1896)

Lemuel Osear 1888

Finlay Curtice 1891 Killed in action 1917

George Hebrew 1985-1962

second marriage to Hanah Jane Brittain {1876-1961)
Sarah Roxalene Bunt b, 1903 1w, Charles Catt
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