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EASTERN TOWNSHIPS
ASSOCIATED BOARDS OF TRADE.

ANNUAL REVIEW
By V. E. MORRILL, President.

In welcoming you to the fifth an-
otal meeting it will be in order for
me to review briefly the activities of
the Associated Boards during the
past year.

To the officers and members Hast-
ern Townships Associated Boards of
Trade :

Gentlemen :—

We live in extraordinarv times, na-
tionally a period of stress calling
for the co-operation and earnest en-
deavour of every citizen on behalf of
the great cause, commercially, a per-
iod of ficticious prosperity based up-
on the feverish industrial activity in-
cidental to the war. At the outset, it
is pleasing to note that‘the Asso-
ciated Boards, during the past year,
has maintained its work, co-operat-
ing with patriotic undertakings and
serving the commercial and general
interests of the Townships.

I will briefly summarize the Boards’
activities :

MEMBERSHIP

The amended by-law adopted at the
last annual meeting providing for
direct membership has brought grati-
fying results. Boards of Trade Com-
mittees have been organized at:
Barnston, Clarenceville, Dixville, St.
Armand  Station, Marbleton, Bed-
ford.

New Boards of Trade have also
been formed at: Compton, Water-
ville, Sutton, and have become affili-
ated with our organization. There
are opportunities still for the estab-
lishment of further Boards of Trade
or Committees in the Townships as
several communities have not yet
become identified with our organiza-

tion. I feel sure that we can look for
a steady annual increase in this di-
rection. Owing to the general condi-
tions prevailing some of our individ-
ual Boards have found it difficult to
maintain  their activities. I trust
that none will allow its organization
to disappear and that no community
which has lent its influence to the
work of the Associated Boards will
withdraw that support, for I am
confident that greater opportunities
for usefulness lie in the future than
have been met with during the past
five years.

MEETINGS
The summer meetings of our organ-

ization held at Ayer’s Oliff and Co-
aticook were among the most suc-

cessful we have ever had. There was -

an exceptionally keen interest 'taken
in the proceedings. The reduction of
our meetings from four to three in
each year has, I think, worked out
well giving us only one meeting dur-
ing the winter season.

FEES

The reduction in the fees required
from our individual Boards has not
handicapped the work of the 380~
ciated Boards and it will be noticed
that we have a fair balance on hand.
A few of the Boards of Trade have
not yet paid their 1916 fees but T
trust that none will sacrifice its
membership through an oversight,

H. T. TELEPHONE ENQUIRY

The Associated Boards of Trade co-
operated with the Coaticook and’
Richmond Boards in connection with



the enquiry into the increase in rates
made by the Hastern Townships Tel-
ephone Company. The report of the
Utilities Commission has already
been published. While it sustains the
increase in rates, it grants some of
the important contentions made by
the Boards. The Utilities Commission
made a most thorough investigation
and I believe that members general-
ly regard the decision_as fair and
reasonable under the circumstances.
This investigation, I think, will de-
monstrate that in the Boards of
Trade, the individual citizens have an
organization which is prepared to
look after their interests in matters
which may arise between them and
Utility Companies, as well as in oth-
er respects.

117TH EASTERN TOWNSHIPS
BATTAILION.

The Associated Boards undertook
last spring the farewell arrangements
in connectian with the departure of
the 117th Eastern Townships Battal-
ion. The Special Committee, of which
Mr. E.W. Farwell was chairman,
made collections to provide for the
presentation of colours to the Bat-
talion. A finely bound volume con-
taining addresses of farewell, signa-
tures of the subscribers as well as
photos of the Regiment was also
presented. Last fall the Executive
took up with the authorities the
question of maintaining the identity
of this Hastern Townships Battalion
in its work overseas. We were advis-
ed that the matter rested entirely
with the Imperial authorities. I am
sure that it is a matter of regret
that it was found impossible for the
117th Battalion to be continued as a
unit but it is not difficult for us to
understand that military considera-
tions, which are supreme in such
cases, may have made this impracti-
cable. We may feel confident that
the Hastern Townships boys of this
Battalion, no matter with what
Corps they may be associated, will
give a good account of themselves,
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as have Eastern Townships men in
other Battalions who have preceded
them.

BOSTON AMERICAN.

A resolution was adopted at the
Coaticook meeting urging the au-
thorities at Ottawa to prohibit the
circulation in this country of Hearst
papers owing to the publication of
certain anti-British articles. Shortly
afterwards an order was passed plac-
ing a ban on these publications.

GUIDE BOARDS.

As a result of representations to
the County OCouncils, guide hoards
have already been erected throughout
Stanstead County. A by-law has been
passed providing for them in Rich-
mond County and active steps have
been taken in the same direction in
several other counties in the Town-
ships. -

B. & M. MAIL SERV.(CE.

Upon the‘request of the late Post-
master-General, we consented to a
delay in undertaking the improve-
ments petitioned for owing to the
extra expense involved.

SUMMER RESORT BUREAU.

The undertaking of the Associated
Boards in this direction met in 1916,
with a decided first year success and
Mr. Hillhouse is already making ar-
rangements for this year. We may
reasonably hope to enlarge the scope
of our work in this direction.

CIVIC IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE OF
i CANADA

The Associated Boards has become
affiliated with this important orga-
nization and I trust that the ques-
tion of civic improvememt will not
be allowed to drop but will be con-
stantly kept to the front as one of
the objects for which our organiza-
tion is striving.

.

SHEEP AND DOG (UESTION,

The amendments to the Quebec law
resulted in dog tax by-laws in sev-
eral counties providing for the estab-
lishment of a fund for reimbursing
farmers whose sheep are destroyed by
dogs. This measure, together with
the high prices prevailing for wool
and lambs, has resulted in a very
considerable development in the
sheep industry in the Hastern Town-
ships. Several wool growers associa-
tions have been formed which are do-

ing splendid work,

GET-RICH-QUICK SCHEMERS

There have been several recent in-
stances in the Hastern Townships il-

lustrating the need of legislation co-
vering the sale of stocss with the
view of protecting the public against
the wiles of clever opértors who are
constantly unloading worthless se-
curities. The Associated Boards have
already made representations to the
authorities in this connection which
have been favourably received and
there is reason to expect sorne legis-
lation will be passed in the near fu-
ture.

COUNTY AGRICULTURAL DEMON-
STRATORS

The withdrawal by McDonald Col-
lege of grants to the various agri-
cultural demonstrators has resulted
in considerable difficulties. In this
connection the Provincial Govern-
ment is prepared to render assistance
and looks to the various counties,
where these demonstrators are locat-
ed to give financial assistance as
well, Satisfactory arrangements
along these lines have been made in
several cases. The Associated Boards
at its last meeting appointed a spe-
cial committee so keep in touch with
the situation as far as our organiza-
tion is concerned.

FISH AND GAME.
The resolution adopted at our last
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annual meeting based on proposals
supmitt y tne delegates from the
Windsor Board, has been forwarded
to the authorities at Quebec. No de-
finite action appears to have been
taken as yet. A special Committee,
consisting of Messrs. H.H. Bourque,
and T.A. King, representatives of
the Windsor Board, were appointed
to give further study to the require-
ments of the Hastern Townships in
the matter of Fish and Game pro-
tection.

GOOD ROADS

The Associated Boards have for-
warded during the year resolutions
to the (uuebec Government urging
further construction of the Govern-
ment Good Roads system in the
Kastern Townships. Owing to finan-
cial considerations the Government
did not feel able during the past
year to continue this important
work., It is confidently expected
that before long the developments of
further sections of the trunk line will
be undertaken. The Associated,
Boards have received assurances that
the claims of the Bastern Townships
in this connection will receive due
consideration.

The Government has acceded to the
requests forwarded by the Associat-
ed Boards on behalf of the Farnham
Board relative to the St. Angele-
Cowansville road.

AUTOMOBILE TRAVEL

The good results of the changes ef-
fected in the Automobile Regulations
as a result of representations made
by the Associated Boards was very
apparent during the past season, a
remarkable increase in the number of
auto parties entering Canada being
reported.

THE BONNE ENTENTE.

The Associated Boards has given
its support to the Bonne Entente
movement looking for a better un-
derstanding between the people on




Ontario and Quebec. In fact this
movement received its first encour-
agement at our summer meeting at
Ayer’s Cliff, when Mr. Hawke of To-
ronto laid his plan before us. On the
occasion of the visit of the Ontario
delegates to Quebec, the Associated
Boards was represented on the round
trip by Mr. R.C. Wilkins, our past
president, and Mr. A.B. Glendreau,
president of the Immigration Socie-
ty. On the return trip to Ontario,
Mr. Gendreau, and myself had the
privilege of attending as representa-
tives of the Associated Boards

CURTAILMENT OF PASSENGER
TRAIN SERVICE

The recent curtailment of passenger
train service throughout the Domi-
nion has seriously affected traffic in
the Hastern Townships. Correspond-
ence in this connection will be sub-
mitted when this subject is called for
consideration later in the session.

MISCELLANEQUS

The Associated Boards during the
past year has forwarded representa-
tions to the authorities relative to
the following among many other sub-
jects, namely :

1. Asbestos, looking to further en-
couragement of the manufacturing of
this product in Canada.

2. An investigation preliminary to
development of trade, between Can-
ada and Russia following the war.

3. The B. & M. Railway relative to
improvements of the summer train
service, which was granted, also
with regard to numerous other mat-
ters.

We are indebted to the following
gentlemen for very excellent address-
es delivered at our various sessions
during the year, namely : Dr. W. L.
Shurtlef, Dr. C.J. Edgar, Dr. G. A.
Brown, Mr. B. Goftf Penny, Mr. J. H.
Grisdale, Principal Trueman, Mr. R.
Stanley Weir, Mr. C. B. Soles, Mr.
Arthur Hawke, Hon. Honore Mer-
cier, Major W lliams, Mr. W.S. Bull-
ock, M.L.A., The late Hon. T. Chase
Casgrain.

I am sure we all experienced a feel-
ing of very great regret in the pass-
ing away of the late Hon. T. Chase
Casgrain, Postmaster-General, who
delivered a splendid patriotic address
at our Coaticook meeting. Mr. Cas-
grain was one of the foremost of our
Canadian statesmen and has shown
our Association many courtesies in
connection with representations that
we made to his department from
time to time.

For two sessions we have been de-
prived of the presence of Mr. E.Winn
Farwell, our senior past President,
and a most enthusiastic supporter of
the Associated Boards work. A let-
ter has been received from Mr. Far-
well offering valuable suggestions
and expressing his regret that he
could not be with us today. It is a
matter of satisfaction, however, that
he is greatly improved in health and
expects shortly to return fully recov-
ered.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, I wish to extend my
thanks to the officers and members
of the Associated Boards for their
support and assistance during the
past two years and I feel sure that
the same will be accorded to my suc-
cessor in office. In the Associated
Boards of Trade, I am confident we
have an organization capable of ren-
dering great service to this section
of Canada in years to come. The
foundation of the Associated Boards
is the individual Boards of Trade.
I would like to make an appeal to
the members of individual Boards
throughout the Townships for the
maintainance of these organizations.
because of the service they can ren-
der to their own communities and
even more especially because of the
importance of their co-operation 1In
the work on behalf of the Eastern
Townships as a whole, represented by
the Associated Boards.

Respectfully submitted,

V. E. MORRILL,
President.

EASTERN TOWNSHIPS IMMIGRATION SOCIETY.

ANNUAL REVIEW
By A. B. GENDREAU, President.

The operation of the Eastern Town-
ships Immigration Society during the past
year will not necessitate a lengthy report.
As you are already aware there has been
and is now, week by week an increasing
scarcity of farm hands and the present
prospect is that there will be absolutely
none available in the near future for the
reason that so many former farm hands
have enlisted or are being employed in
the munition factories. These factories
pay much higher wages than the farmers
can do, but this condition will no doubt
remedy itself at the close of the war when
munitions making cease and returned sol-
diers are available for different lines of
usefulness.

The Society has, during the last year,
been following the same plan as during
the years previous, re the supply of farm
help. Our official agent. Mr. Duncan
MacLecd, has been spending a couple of
days in Montreal each week taking up
any farm hands available. His visits to
the City are always advertised two or
three days in advance. The Provincial
Government Immigration Office, on St.
Antoine St., is still at Mr. MacLeod’s dis-
posal and the Government Provincial
Agent. Mr. Marquette has cheerfully
rendered every assistance in his power.

The end of the war seems now to be not
far off after which there will no doubt be
a very large immigration to Canada and
the Eastern Townships through the Immi-
gration Society, which should be able to
receive and provide for a large number
of these new comers. The Society is now

in touch with the Soldiers’ Employment
Commission through which we are in
hopes to receive a number of returned
soldiers, who were farmers prior to their
enlisting and who will be glad to take up
the same occupation on their return to
the Eastern Townships.

Since our annual meeting in March last
the Society has secured and placed with
the farmers of the Nastern Townships
eighty-one (81) persons—fifty-eight (58)
males and twenty-three (23) females.

Mr. Gendreau supplemented the report
by a few remarks. He believed it was
the duty of the Society to plan before the
end of the war and before the Doiminion
Government passed any legislation, to
provide for the young men who had so
generously and valorously gone to defend
their country. There was no doubt the
Federal or Provincial government would
enact some legislation granting lands to
the returned soldiers, probably in the
North West. But would it be advanta-
geous for Eastern Townships people to
let their boys go out west ? Mr. Gen-
dreau said it was the duty of the Society
to endeavour to secure the same facilities
to establish their Eastern Townships boys
here in the Townships (and he believed
also that every provinee should be given
the same facilities to establish their boys
on the land ! When legislation was once
passed it was difficult to get the law a-
mended and therefore he suggested that
a committee of Associated Boards and .
Immigration Society be formed to take
up the question before hand. Mr. Gen-
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