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IT was a happy thought upon the part of.Miss Applegate, the popular
Principal of the highly respectable Applegate Female Seminary, which
prompted her, near the end of the spring term, to propose a summer jaunt
to her pupils of the graduating class. There was something piquant and
venturesome in the idea of going away, bag and baggage. without the least
idea of what was to come next, and minus the escort of even so much as a
solitary middle-aged man. Yousee, it was agreed that Boston, the delight-
ful, dignified, Athens-like Hub, was to be the first objective point, but
beyond that all was *shrouded in the impenetrable mists of uncertainty,”
as Miss Mabel Wade, one of the fair graduates, remarked.

Then there was another curious feature proposed. We were to ‘‘pool
our accounts,” as my brother Fred expressed it, whatever that may mean,
and each girl was to‘write an essay, or perhaps it should be called a “ diary,”
of our experiences, and the girl who produced the best narration, in the
opinion of good judges, was to be awarded all of her expenses.

Now, of course, we didn't care for the money, for our fathers could easily
let us have plenty—that is, all but one of us, who had no parents living—

© but were delighted with the idea of “working our own way,” just like

a sailor hefore the mast : so one and all mentally resolved to have that prize
Or perish in theattempt. However, there was but one prize to be gained,
and there were eight of us and Miss Applegate going (or more properly Miss
Applegate and eight of us), and when the award was finally made, and the
orphan girl ¢ struck a bonanza” (which is also one of Fred's terms), we were
all glad of it. TFred, however, insisted that my production should not
““ waste its sweetness,” etc., and one day he actually stole it, blue ribbon

and all, and showed it to a railroad man, and a week later I almost fainted
when he brought me a roll of proofs and had the impudence to request me
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THE NEW IRON STEAMER, “LADY OF THE LAKE.”
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