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Interviewer-~ Xenny Allan

Interviewee~ R.L. Allan

What was your date and place of birth?

In Aver's Mills, Megantic County, Ouehkec.

NMow what date was that?

Oh, June 18,1396,

Could you tell us something about your family background?

Well, they were Scotch desent and the Allans came over in
1821 from Scotland.

What were you doing from the period you were bhorn until the

beginning of World Var II?

Well, I was going to school most of the time. And then
carpenter work, mill work.

You were active in World War I?

Yes, in the Canadian Inginecers, ves.

What was your occupation during the world war, Second World

war?
Carpenter work.

This was at Leeds?

Yes, around here, ves.

When World War II began, had the Great Depression ended here?

Oh yes, ves, Well, we were busy, busy in the mill,

This lumber that you produced, where did it go to?
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It went to the Rand in Sherbrooke and Winsor Mills.

That where the nost of it went?

Yep

And what would that be used then for?

That went to the Rand was to crate machinery for Russia.

Had you recoveraed from the depression before the war started?

Oh, ves. Things were beginning to pick up a little when the
time the war started. Tt was very hard to get help.

That was to work in your saw mill.

Yes

In what way did World Var IT most affect you?

Well, it was very, very hard to get men to work.

Did yvou have any impressions that would be like the First

World War?

Things were severely rationed, we know that, and the gascline,
sugar, tea, coffee, meat, butter.

You werce abkle to provide pretty much on your own?

Oh, vyes.

So the rationing didn't hurit vou really that much.

No I don't think it affect us very much. The gasoline was
really the only thing that affected ug that we didn't use
so much, gasoline heaters.

Did you own a car at thal time?

Yes

Vhat did vour saw mill run on?

Steam
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S0 there was no gas or anyvthing involved.

o

Did yvou know of any black market?

Mo, not around here. Tt didn't affect usg, the black market.

What rationed goods did vou miss the most?

Oh, I guess it was the sugar and stuff like that. But it
didn't affect us so we had plenty.

Did you make maple syrup?

Yes, ves we had lots of maple products.

S0 you could use that as a subsitute?

Yes

Did you preserve lots of goods?

Yes, we had sugar enough for that,

So, you were very careful with how vou usecd sugar.

Yes

Do vou remember what vou were doing when the war began?

Yes, Sunday morning we were qgoing to church at Leeds Villiage.
The word came out that Hitler had declared war.

Was this just by wordl of mouth?

flell, it came on the telephone.

How did the pecople react?

Well, a day or two after that they were recruiting for the
Canadian Engecers.

Did a lot of people try and get out, or hide from the Army?

~

Well, ves, there were quite a few. Oh ves, later on in 1940
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the bushes, the sugar camps were full of people hiding.

These people who hid from the Army, did they ever get caught?

Yes, most of them did.

po you know what happened to them?

Well, some of them, I guess some of them had to do a little
bit of time in the jail but they were mostly sent away right
of .

S0 there was no real punishment?

Oh, no.

Did you have any family members or relatives volunteer?

o, we didn't have any around here, no.

Did the change male-female ratio affect social life in this

areca?

Mo, not, not, it didn't make much difference., It didn't make
rauch difference.

Was that %
There weren't very many enlisted from around here. There
wveren't very many to go,

Was that because of the age catagory?

Yas

V"hat there was mostly older people who were too old for the

Army?
Yeg, ves and they were all farmers here,

Did you, your family, or friends have a sence of national

unity when war broke out?

Ch, ves, oh ves,
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What was vour opinion of the zombies? It was the people

who didn't want to enlist in the wax, except for homefront

and defence.

Well, a lot of them they ...

Do you remomber elther of the conscription crigses in '42

or '442

Oh ves.

How did yvou react to that?

Oh ves the, it made very little difference though in this

part for there were very few like at the military age then.

Do you remember when the women were allowed to vote in 19407
Oh ves,

Did that change volitical things a lot?

Oh, well ves it did had cuite a lot.

Can you explain how?

Well, they had, ves it did change things a little.

Do you recall the end of the war?

Oh ves, ves it was, it was a great relief to everyvthing
when things eased off,

Do yvoou remember what vou were doing then?

Ve were up here in the mill that spring in, that was '40,
Y45, in 45, Ve were remodelling the mill all up that spring.

So vou had done a lot of business between '39 and '45 in

your mill?

Oh ves.

Was this year round?
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Yes, it was then.

You were busy the whole time.

Oh ves.

When the war stopped did you still get this, a lot of lumber

for the mill?

Oh ves, oh ves, we werc busy, busy there for ahout 20 years.

Was this still going to Sherbrooke and Winsor?

Oh ves, Sherbrooke and hard wood went te Montreal.

lHow did the end of the war affect vyou?

tell, we were able to hire men, more men, then.

So there was lots of work and lots of men looking for work?

A lot of them were afaid to come and work in the mill., They
were all suppose to bhe farmers and as long as they were farm-
ing they didn't, weren't so anyious to take them into the
Army. DBut as soon as the war stopped, you could work any-
shere then.

These people who didn't enlist in the Army, you mentioned

hiding in sugar bushes, when the war was over what did they

do then?
Ch, they came out.

They didn't have any fear then of being caught?

Oh no, they were, they came out.

Just as if nothing had happened.

Oh vyes,

Did vou know anything about bounty hunting?

Was that like people were paid to inform?
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Yes

There was a little of that went on.

VWould these people be caught then?

Oh, they were just put into the army and that's all that
411 they would do if they didn't.

Did you know of any military installations in Sherbrooke?

Well, there was the prison camp in Newwington.

Do vou know anvthing about it?

Well, T guess a few of them did excape, but there was one
fellow he was shot just as he got out through the wire.
And they just brought the other prisoners out for to dig
a grave and they buried him right off.

Did vou know of a lot of escapes?

No, I didn't know so very much about that, bhut we knew of
this boy that was shot.

S0, you don't know if the guard security was tight?

Oh no, they were right on the job.

Did you know of any military installations in this arca or

any training canps?

No

So, in general in this area ...

You see this is military district number 5 and it was Quebec
who were the only, and St. John's .

But when you say number 5

That was the military, that's the district that we belong to

here.
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What, that takes in Leed?

Oh, it took in the greater part of, the greater part cash

of Montreal.

Well, that's

(uite a

T"he province

That's quite

of Duebec., Oh ves,.

a large area.,

See the ones

from down there in Gaspe and Lasapedia thev

all had to come to Quebec, till Ouebec got their discharge.

And the people enlisted went to fuebec for their training

from this area?

Oh, it was very little the last war. Very few had any military

training they were Jjust sent over immediately and trained over

there.

Without training at all.

They were in

S0, did they

the military canps over there.

recieve their training over there?

Ch ves,

And we did too in the first war.

Why wouldn't

they be trained here at home?

Tlell, ¥ don't know, Ve only had about a week here before

we were sent

Now long did

ovey in the first,.

your training last over there?

Well, it would be akout three months mavbe.

That's a relatively short period of time.

Oh ves.

Did you Jjust

have time for the basics of the training?
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Oh ves.

Long hour davys.

Building railroads and digging trenches, working on the
transporl wagon,

Really then in the Fastern Townships Sherbrooke was the

only kig area or big city?

Oh ves. T guess they had a camp at Buxry.
At Bury?
I think they had.

That wouldn't be as large as Newwington?

Ch no.,.

Did you ever sce any planes flying overhead that were foreign

planes?
Over there?

No over here.

Oh no, not here. The training planes we, they passes over
here, let me see where did they have, they had an air force
base at Winsor Mills, I think. We used to sece them go by
the dozens by the place here. Two of them nearly crashed
out here in front of the house was a garden.

What happened?

One got on top of the other. They weren't more than twenty
fect off the corner of the fence up there. They had to work
hard to get over the bush when they got over.

And they made it away safely?

Yes, they gol away safely.
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Getting back to your work in the saw mill. Uhat kind of

lunber did vou sent to Sherbrooke?

It was inch lumber. Itthad to be all dressed on four sides.
Inch lumber, two-hy-fours, three-by-four, three-by-six, three-
by-eight, and two-by-~eight.

llow many men did you have worlking for you at that time?

I would have three men. Mogstly three or four men in the
nill.

This lumber, where did it come from?

Around here, in Leeds here.

S0, the farmers were paid to ... it to you?

Some of these big contracters were buying cuts. and Dinnings
the Dinning brothers, from Maple Grove, they were the ones
that we worked for mostly.

So they had the contract for this whole area?

Viell, ves, right then they had it.

Then it was shipped to Sherbrooke and off to Russia vou say?

Well, they were finished with it when , they ran and bought it.
They werc the men who were buying the machinery.

S0 this was used for crates?

Yes, some of the big air compressors they used 1400 feet
of lumber to crate them.

On an average how many fect would vou put through your mill a

day?
Oh, then we were cutting around about 5000 feet I suppose.

You were very busy all along. And that was working a full
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six days a week?

Oh vyes,




