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HE Eastern Townships are situated in the southern
section of the Province of Quebec, adjoining the States of Maine,
New Hampshire, and Vermont in the United States. They are
usually considered to include the Counties of Arthabaska, Brome,
Compton, Drummond, Frontenac, Missisquoi, Richmond, Shefford,
Sherbrooke, Stanstead, Wolfe and Megantic. Their combined area
is estimated to be in excess of 4,500,000 acres and, with a population
of 350,000, approximately 49 per square mile, they are about the
most densely populated part of Canada.

Like many other sections of Eastern Canada, the settlement
of this area derives largely from the aftermath of the American
War of Independence. When the treaty of Paris was signed in
1763 the southern limits of French colonization were still close to
the St. Lawrence, and thence to the borders of New England, there
stretched a vast uninhabited forest region. In 1784 there started
to this grim wilderness a small flow of settlers, mainly of British
descent, from what was formerly the New England Colonies. The
turbulent politics of the times combined with the opportunity for

free land grants in the new area gave impetus to this movement
and by the year 1814 a substantial settlement had been achieved.
These pioneers, some United Empire Loyalists and others from
the side which fought the British, introduced high ideals of educa-
tion and self-government and laid the foundation upon which sub-
sequent progress and development were based.

Following closely upon the trail of these first settlers emigrants
from Britain began to arrive along with habitants from the French
seigneuries to the north. At the same time the movement from
the United States continued unabated. By means of this three-
fold process the Eastern Townships evolved from a frontier settle-
ment to a progressive and well developed community.

Today the two groups, French and English speaking, still
maintain their own language, religion, customs; they both remain
faithful to their ancient traditions but they furnish a striking ex-
ample of the ability of the two races and cultures to flourish together
in an atmosphere of harmony and mutual understanding. The
pioneer life is now really an historic memory; society is compact
though far from overcrowded, and- all the amenities and institu-
tions necessary to a pleasant life have for long flourished. The
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many cities and towns afford a wide variety of cultural and rec-
reational facilities while splendid hospital and medical services
and churches of all denominations are within reach of everyone.

As in the rest of the Province the schools in the Eastern Town-
ships are under the control of the Provincial Department of Educa-
tion. They may be Roman Catholic or Protestant, French or
English. In the rural districts there are primary and consolidated
schools and in all cities and towns, as well as in some of the larger
villages, there are high schools and collegiate institutes where
students are prepared for the universities. At Lennoxville, in Sher-
brooke County, the University of Bishop's College celebrated its
centenary in 1946 and offers degrees in Arts, Divinity and Science
faculties. With it is connected a famous boys' school modelled
after the public schools of England. Another well known school
is Stanstead College in the town of Stanstead. Coeducational, it
was founded by the Methodist Church and is now affiliated with
the United Church of Canada. St. Charles Borromee Seminary,
a classical college of wide repute, is located at Sherbrooke. King's
Hall and St. Helen's, popular girls' schools, are situated respectively
at Compton and Dunham.

T O P O G R f l P H V

In physical features the Eastern Townships present a varied
and pleasing scene. They include large areas of fertile plain, rolling
and semi-mountainous country, and numerous lakes and rivers,
some of which represent a vast source of hydro-electric power.
Orford Mountain, near the town of Magog, reaches an elevation
of 2,800 feet above sea level. Lake Memphremagog, 30 miles long,
is the largest lake in the district. Among the other beautiful lakes
are Little Magog, Megantic, Aylmer, Brompton, Brome and
Massawippi, all noted for their appeal to tourists.
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CUff lUTE

Perhaps the best way to indicate the nature of the climate in

the Eastern Townships is to state that a large and growing popu-

lation inhabit the district, that they go about their duties and

pleasures in all seasons, unrestrained by ttfe^veather, that the public

health standard is high, and that industry, corrJttierce and agri-

culture flourish. As between summei/and^vinte/there is a wide

range of temperature, but each seasc/n h3fts o/n special appeal,

and many people in these southe/i coWhties/f Quebec are un-

decided as to which is more enjoy/bleV^umm* or winter.

The first snowfall may be/ex

from then until March the grp

During that period, howeye

though often cold, are usu,al

are warm, with some .Sfet
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delightful.

ffy,m December and

heavy blanket of snow.
-•" •>"%•'

e^bfight and sunny and,

agre«ibie. The summer months

hile the long autumns are

nd iStinder

th

ys

The thirty-year SVera

tation, and sunshine/as

the Dominion

in the heart of t h e a s t e r n

appearing on the

facts of temperature, precipi-

the meteorelogical records of

berimental Farm at Lennoxville,

wnships, are shown in the tables

A G R I C U L T U R E

Jr ARMING is the basic industry in the Eastern Townships. With-
in their borders are large areas of some of the most fertile lands
in the Dominion. Indeed for the purposes of general farming, there
are few places where the natural factors of soil and climate are more
suitably combined. And when it is considered that their location,
in respect to markets, is unequaljgd in Canada, it becomes obvious
that the Eastern Townships possess in generous measure the three
chief prerequisites of a prosperous agriculture.

As in the Province as a whole, dairying is the most important
branch of the agricultural industry. During many years the dairy
herds of the Eastern Townships were improved by the importation
of pure bred cows and herd sires, with the result that today some
of Canada's outstanding herds are owned there.
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Although whole milk is sold on a large scale, through dairies,
the greater proportion of this product is sold to factories for th_
production of butter, cheese, condensed milk, etc. The total out-
put of such products by Eastern Townships dairy factories in 1946
amounted in value to almost $17,000,000 or, considerably more
than one-fifth of the Provincial total. There are scores of these
dairy plants throughout the Townships, many of them owned., by
the farmers themselves, on the Co-operative Plan. '

Mixed farming which combines dairying, stock raising, the
growing of some grain, hay and fruit, poultry and bee-keeping is
engaged in with great success. This is particularly true in recent
years, since Canadian bacon, beef, poultry and dairy products have
secured for themselves an important place in overseas markets.

Another valuable source of revenue for the farmer in the
Eastern Townships is the maple tree, the leaf of which has beer!
generally adopted as the National Emblem of Canada. The maple
is a valuable hardwood, and is used extensively for flooring, and
the manufacture of furniture. Its most remarkable quality, how-
ever, is found in its sap from which delicious syrup and sugar are
produced. In the early Spring the trees are tapped and the sap is
allowed to trickle into buckets. Subsequently, by a simple process
of boiling down to the right consistency, syrup and sugar are obtain-
ed. The average "sugar orchard" in the Eastern Townships has
item 500 to 3000 maple trees, and the annual output per tree is
estimated at about y% gallon of syrup or 1 pound of sugar. In 1946
the farmers obtained $2.32 per gallon for syrup while sugar brought

pound.

ve growing of canning factory produce such as peas, beans,
irn> and tomatoes is also profitable and factories established

.neight)Qrh0od afford the farmers convenient facilities for the
these products. The district also produces several varieties

of fine apples and this fruit, as well as strawberries and raspberries,
is produced in commercial quantities. : Sugar beets and tobacco,
although extensively raised in neighbouring areas of the Province,
are not of large importance in the Eastern Townships.



rO R G H l l l £ H ! 98 ̂ H For many years the Government

of the Province of Quebec has

been making a valuable contribution

to the development of sound agricultural practices

and the dissemination of useful farm knowledge among the farmers

of the Province. Under the jurisdiction of the Department of

Agriculture the Province has been divided into twenty agricultural

districts each administered by a District Agronomist. In his own

district this official directs the activities of a staff of specialists

including County Agricultural Representatives and butter and

cheese factory inspectors and instructors whose expert advice and

guidance are available to all farmers without cost.

The welfare of agriculture is further advanced by the Dominion

Government Experimental Farm Services, by various stock-breeders'

societies, county agricultural exhibitions, demonstration fields and

orchards, while several agricultural schools notably Macdonald

College at St. Anne de Bellevue, Oka Agricultural School and the

Provincial Agricultural College at St. Anne de la Pocatiere assure

the benefits of up to date technical information.

O - P P O R T H I I T I C S

Being an old established and developed community most of

the land in the Eastern Townships is privately owned but this does

not mean that opportunities for farm settlement are not plentiful.

Owing to advancing age or some similar cause many farm owners

find it expedient to retire from farming and as a consequence farms

of all types are constantly for sale. The selection can be further

increased as some of the present large acreages are divided into

more convenient farm units. The fact that, during the ten year

period, 1931 to 1941, the number of occupied farms in the Eastern

Townships increased by almost 2,000, from 25,230 to 27,212,

suggests that already there is a tendency in this direction. Pro-

spective buyers may therefore feel assured that a wide choice of

farming opportunity is available to them in this favoured locality.

A large percentage of the farms in this district is equipped with

electric light, many have telephones and other conveniences, while

all share the benefits of such community amenities as good roads,

railways, schools, churches, hospitals', and so on.
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Thetford Mines. Que
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Although agriculture is the foremost activity of the people of

the Eastern Townships, mining is also an important source of

wealth and employment. Around the towns of Thetford Mines

Asbestos, and Black Lake are found the world's richest deposits

of asbestos and the mines there produce about two-thirds of the

world's output of this widely used mineral. In 1941 production

exceeded 400,000 tons valued at more than 22 million dollars and

gave employment to 3,760 persons. Other minerals known to exist

are copper, gold, silver, zinc and talc; except for the copper and

talc, however, the production of these minerals has not been under-

taken to any great extent. Structural materials such as building

stone, granite, marble, slate, flagstone, lime, clay, etc. are all found

mpayingquantit.es, and large granite, slate and limestone opera-
tions are profitably conducted.
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The extent of the industrial development may be gauged from the
fact that in 1941 according to Dominion Government records there
were fifteen municipalities in the Townships each with a gross man-
ufacturing production of one million dollars or over. The number
of manufacturing establishments in these municipalities was 289,
with a capital investment of $83,417,388. Their gross production
amounted in value to $109,497,553, and they gave employment to
25,123 persons. Impressive as these figures are, they do not tell the
whole story of manufacturing in the Eastern Townships, for they do
not include municipalities having less than three industrial estab-
lishments, nor do they include the many towns and villages in
which smaller concerns are located.

The principal manufactures of the Eastern Townships are
pulp and paper products, silk hose, gloves and underwear, woolen
goods, tire fabrics, scales, valves and jacks, locomotive super-
heaters, mining machinery, air drills and compressors, structural
steel, rubber goods, jewelry, watch cases, mesh bags, carpets,

manganese steel castings, etc.

Court House, Sherbrooke, Que.

St. Francis River at
Windsor Mills, Que.



C I T K S A N D T O W N S

S H C R B R O O K E With a population of 45,000, is the principal
city and chief trading centre of the Eastern Townships. From the
point of view of industrial development it is one of the important
cities of Canada, with 74 manufactories of various kinds located
within its limits. The city is conveniently situated in relation to
a large number of other cities and supply centres. It is one hundred
miles southeast of Montreal, on three railway lines, the Canadian
Pacific, Canadian National, and Quebec Central and it is only one
night's journey from such important cities in the United States
as Portland, Boston, Providence, Springfield, Hartford, New Haven
and New York. The City owns large hydro-electric power develop-
ments on the Magog and St. Francis rivers.

In addition to industrial advantages, Sherbrooke offers splen-
did living conditions. Surrounded by a rich agricultural country
produce of all kinds pours into its markets and stores. There are
fine churches, public buildings, modern hospitals, schools, theatres
and beautiful parks, while the mountains, lakes and rivers of the
adjacent countryside afford unparalleled facilities for such recrea-
tions as fishing, skiing, snowshoeing, skating, toboganning and golf

,£?"";,

m c G R N T I C Population 4,500, situated on the shores of

Lake Megantic and served by the Canadian Pacific and Quebec

Central Railways, is noted as a summer resort, and for its hunting

and fishing attractions.

I C O O H Copulation 5,000, on the Canadian National

Railways, and located in a splendid farming district has some im-

portant furniture and other industries, and is trading center of

20,000 people.

€ B5T A N G U S Population 3,500, on the Quebec Central Rail-

way, is an important centre of the pulp and paper industry.

Mi H U U U Population 9,000, is located on Lake Memphre-

magog and the Magog River. Situated in surroundings of great

natural beauty, it offers many attractions to the tourist. It is also

the centre of several important industries, including two textile

plants, a cast iron foundry, toy factories, sawmill, etc. It is served

by the Canadian Pacific Railway.



St. Francis River at
Richmond, Que.

Electric Power Plant,
on Textile Co., Mago

R I C H HI O D D County town of Richmond County, has a

population of over 3,600. It is a junction point of the Canadian

National Railways and a busy industrial town.

U l l n D S O R . O n the Canadian National Railways, popula-
.%•/,"•-" &^^ ̂ i^r^iji .*-'"

tion 3,400, has large paper mills and other industries.

V V V i f j H I n t County town of historic Compton County,

boasts only Silverware manufacture in the Townships and is fast

becoming important industrially.

F f l R N H f l l l l Population 5,000, on the Yamaska River,

has several large manufacturing industries, including tobacco,

clothing, linoleum, velours, hosiery and rubber. It is served by

the two transcontinental railways, and is a divisional point on the

Canadian Pacific Railway.

C O U J H R S V I L L E Population 3,600, is situated on the Yamaska
. , „;,,... - .. |̂ • .-•"••

River, 56 miles southeast of Montreal. Served by the Canadian

Pacific Railway. Cowansville has a number of large industries,

notably silk, furniture and footwear.

G R H N B V Population 15,000, on the Canadian National

Railways, is a very important manufacturing centre, noted especi-

ally for i rubber and tobacco factories.

:



On the St. Francis River is, next to Sher

brooke, the most important manufacturing centre in the Eastern

Townships. The population of greater Drummondville exceeds

20,000, and the industrial advantages of the city are outstanding.

It is served by both transcontinental railways, while the water

power development on the St. Francis River assures abundant

supplies of hydro-electric energy. The most important industrial

establishments in the city are those engaged in the production of

various textiles, but altogether there is a very wide range of in-

dustries represented.

U l f l T C R L O O Population 3,200, on the Canadian National

and Canadian Pacific lines, has important manufacturing and water

power establishments.

V I C T O R I f l V I L L E Population 8,500, on the Canadian National

Railways, is an important centre of the lumber and furniture

manufacturing industries.

T H C T f O R D f f l l N € 5 Population 13,000, on the Quebec Central

Railway, is noted principally as the centre of the richest asbestos

fields in the world. At the present time the greater portion of the

asbestos output is exported to the United States in its raw state.

All these communities, and many others in the Eastern Town-
ships, offer outstanding opportunities to the industrialist who is
interested in establishing a plant in Canada. Specific and reliable
information in regard to these possibilities may be obtained, with-
out cost, from the Eastern Townships Associated Boards of Trade,
Sherbrooke, Quebec.

•

Wales' Home,
Richmond, Que.

Stanstead College,
Stanstead, Que.

Bishop's University,
Lennoxville, Qu•>.

St. Helen's School,
Dunham, Que.



T O U R I S T
I T T R i m O I I S

Nature has richly endowed the Eastern Townships with a
wide variety of attractions and the district has long been popular
as an ideal playground for young and old. Along the shores of the
numerous lakes which dot the landscape many charming resorts
have grown up and a wide choice of accommodation, ranging from
luxurious hotels to attractive and moderately priced boarding
houses, is available to the visitor.

There are splendid facilities for golf, tennis, swimming, and
fishing, while for those who prefer more rugged forms of recreation,
there are excellent opportunities for hiking, camping, carfoeing,
etc., as well as for such winter sports as skiing, skating and to-
bogganing. A net-work of railways and good paved roads provide
easy access to all points of scenic beauty and historic interest.

Some of the well known resorts of the district are: North
Hatley, and Ayer's Cliff on Lake Massawippi; Magog and George-

ville on Lake Memphre-
magog; Knowlton and

Bondvil le , on Brome
Lake; Missisquoi Bay,

on Lake Champlain
and Lake Orford,

Ik on the lake of the
same name.

Skiing

Mount Orford
Golf Club

Brome Lake, Que.

•^s^sx:S'^si!SfSS^sSS

Tennis Courts,
Brome Lake, Que.

Fa>*n at
Massawippi, Que.
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T R R N S P O R T f l T I O N
A N D m f l R K C T S

There is no area in Canada better served with transportation

facilities than the Eastern Townships. The main lines of the Cana-

dian National system and the Canadian Pacific Railway between

Montreal and the Maritime Provinces and Montreal and the eastern

United States pass through the territory affording speedy and re-

liable service. The Quebec Central Railway operates a very effi-

cient local service and makes connections at principal points with

the lines of the Canadian Pacific Railway. The wise policy of the

Quebec Government has provided a system of first class highways

throughout the Province, and this connects with similar systems

in the neighbouring provinces and in the United States. Similarly

the geographical position of the Townships in close proximity to

the St. Lawrence and the ports of Montreal and Quebec means

convenient access to the ocean lanes and markets of the world.

It has already been stated that the Eastern Townships are

about the most densely populated area in Canada and this fact

testifies of course to the existence of a large local market. Further-

more, there is a ratio between the rural and urban population,

165,738 of the former and 180,739 of the latter, that signifies a

well balanced exchange of local agricultural and industrial com-

modities. However this does not mean that an isolated economy is

maintained. Canada's largest internal market, the Montreal area,

with a population of about one and one half millions, is less than

one hundred miles from the heart of the Townships, while the

most populous sections of the United States are on their southern

door-step. These facts, combined with excellent transportation

facilities, assure the Eastern Townships of unrivalled conditions

for trade.



TEMPERATURE °F

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October .
November
December

Average

MEAN
Average
30 years

12.59
13.29
24.53
39.39
51.83
61.36
66.38
64.08
56.15
45.04
32.55
17.73

40.41

MAXIMUM

Highest

42
40
56
67
87
91
93
95
83
74
67
42

95

Mean
Maximum

26.81
25.14
32.13
46.17
71.55
73.93
79.58
81.55
69.23
55.06
42.53
25.42

52.43

MINIMUM

Lowest

• -26
-34
-31

11
25
29
41
36
27
16
7

-30

-34

Mean
Minimum

4.26
-0.34
6.90

25.67
41.45
49.93
54.06
53.71
47.50
34.10
26.27
3.32

28.90

PRECIPITATION

January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December

TOTAL

Rain | Snow %e™£s

Inches
0.38
0.14
0.87
1.96
1.90
3.36
5.39
1.45
6.10
2.93
0.61
0.57

25.66

inches
20.8
27.8
14.2
7.0

. . . .

21.0
34.2

125.0

inches
3.13
2.39
3.05
2.80
2.79
4.14
4.24
3* 53
3.76
3.73
3.28
2.96

39.80

SUNSHINE

February

April
May
June
July
August
Septerfl ber
October

December

TOTAL

Average
30 years

hours
79.0
94.2

133.7
157.2
204.2
210.2
235.7
221.8
157.2
126.5
69.3
56.8

1745.8


